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White House press secretary Josh Earnest speaks during his daily news briefing at the White House in Washington, Monday, Dec. 1, 2014, where he spoke about the 
president’s schedule and answering questions on topics including Ferguson and the economy. 
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Obama wants more police wearing body cameras 

460,000 pieces of con- 


US aide resigns 
over criticism of 
Obama children 

MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

aide to a Republican con¬ 
gressman resigned Mon¬ 
day after her Facebook 
post criticizing President 
Barack Obama's daugh¬ 
ters touched off a back¬ 
lash. 

Elizabeth Lauten, commu¬ 
nications director to Con¬ 
gressman Stephen Finch¬ 
er, said 16-year-old Malia 
Obama and her sister Sa¬ 
sha, 13, should have shown 
more “class” at a turkey- 
pardoning ceremony last 
week at the White House. 
Addressing her comments 
directly to the Obama girls, 
Lauten wrote that they 
should “respect the part 
you play,” and added: 
“Then again your mother 
and father don’t respect 
their positions very much, 
or the nation for that mat¬ 
ter, so I'm guessing you're 
coming up a little short in 
the ‘good role model’ de¬ 
partment." 

Lauten also urged the 
Obama girls to “dress like 
you deserve respect, not a 
spot at a bar.” 

Lauten later apologized for 
the comments and delet¬ 
ed the original post, which 
drew harsh criticism across 
social media. 

Jessica Carter, chief of 
staff for Fincher, said Mon¬ 
day that Lauten resigned. 
Carter had no additional 
comment on a personnel 
matter. 

White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest said he was 
surprised that a congres¬ 
sional staffer would use a 
Thanksgiving-themed 
event to criticize the first 
family, adding that it’s 
“pretty much common 
sense” that the first daugh¬ 
ters should be off-limits to 
criticism. □ 


NEDRA PICKLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama wants 
to see more police wearing 
cameras to record events 
like the shooting death of 
unarmed 18-year-old Mi¬ 
chael Brown. However he's 
not seeking to pull back 
federal programs that pro¬ 
vide the type of military- 
style equipment used to 
dispel the resulting racially 
charged protests in Fergu¬ 
son, Missouri. 

The White House an¬ 
nounced the conclusions 
of a three-month review 
Monday as the president 
was holding a series of 
meetings with his Cabi¬ 
net, civil rights leaders, 
law enforcement officials 
and others to go over the 
findings. At least for now, 
Obama is staying away 
from Ferguson in the wake 
of the uproar over a grand 
jury’s decision last week 
not to charge the police 
officer who fatally shot 
Brown. 

“This challenge of strength¬ 
ening trust between law 
enforcement agencies 
and the communities they 
serve has been laid bare 
in Ferguson in a pretty dra¬ 
matic way,” said White 
House press secretary Josh 
Earnest. But he wouldn't 
say if additional training 
of Ferguson police would 
have resulted in different 
outcome there. 

Obama is proposing a 
three-year, $263 million 
spending package to in¬ 
crease use of body-worn 
cameras, expand training 
for law enforcement and 
add more resources for 
police department reform. 
The package includes $75 
million for to help pay for 
50,000 of the small, lapel- 
mounted cameras to re¬ 
cord police on the job. 


with state and local gov¬ 
ernments paying half the 
cost. The FBI estimates there 
were just under 700,000 law 
enforcement officers in 
the US in 2011. 

Brown’s family wants to see 
every police officer work¬ 
ing the streets wearing a 
body camera. The White 
House has said the cam¬ 


eras could help bridge 
deep mistrust between law 
enforcement and the pub¬ 
lic. It also potentially could 
help resolve the type of 
disputes between police 
and witnesses that arose 
in the Ferguson shooting. 
Some witnesses have said 
Brown had his hands up 
when Wilson shot him. The 
officer who shot him said 
he feared for his life when 
Brown hit him and reached 
for his gun. 

After the shooting and re¬ 
sulting protests in August, 
Obama ordered a review 
of federal programs that 
fund military gear for local 


police after critics ques¬ 
tioned why police in full 
body armor with armored 
trucks responded to dispel 
demonstrators. Obama 
seemed to sympathize 
when announcing the re¬ 
view over the summer. 
Earnest said the president 
does not want to repeal 
the programs that are au¬ 


thorized by Congress be¬ 
cause they have proven 
to be useful in many cases, 
citing the response to the 
Boston Marathon bombing. 
The White House review 
shows the wide scope of 
the programs — $18 billion 
in the past five years from 
five federal agencies, in¬ 
cluding the departments 
of Defense, Justice, Home¬ 
land Security and Treasury, 
plus the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy. The re¬ 
port says most of the equip¬ 
ment the programs provide 
are routine — like office 
furniture, computers and 
basic firearms — but about 


trolled property have been 
provided to local police, 
including 92,442 small arms, 
44,275 night-vision devices, 
5,235 Humvees, 617 mine- 
resistant vehicles and 616 
aircraft. 

Obama's staff is drafting 
an executive order that will 
require federal agencies 


that run the programs to 
work with law enforcement 
and civil rights and civil lib¬ 
erties organizations to rec¬ 
ommend changes within 
four months. 

Demands for police to 
wear the cameras have 
increased across the coun¬ 
try since Brown’s death. 
Some officers in the St. 
Louis suburb have since 
started wearing the cam¬ 
eras, and the New York Po¬ 
lice department became 
the largest department in 
the U.S. to adopt the tech¬ 
nology when it launched 
a pilot program in early 
SeptemberO 



Students at Jackson State University participate in the national Hands Up Walkout on Monday, Dec. 1, 2104, at the Gibbs- 
Green Plaza on the school’s Jackson, Mississippi, campus. Protesters across the U.S. have walked off their jobs or away from 
classes in support of the Ferguson protesters. Monday’s walkouts stretched from New York to San Francisco, and included 
Chicago and Washington, D.C. 

(AP Photo/The Clarion-Ledger, Joe Ellis) 
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Cyber Monday shoppers give retailers sales bump 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Cyber 
Monday is turning into Cy¬ 
ber Month. 

Retailers rolled out dis¬ 


online sales rose just 8.7 
percent compared with 
last year, according to IBM 
Digital Analytics. The figures 
don't take into account 
the many shoppers who 


smartphones and tablets, 
has accounted for nearly 
39 percent of all online traf¬ 
fic, compared with 30 per¬ 
cent a year ago. Average 
order value was $133.07, 



Glenn Wright, dressed in a Santa Claus costume, moves items at the Amazon fulfillment center on 
Monday, Dec. 1, 2014, in Lebanon, Tenn. Retailers rolled out discounts and free shipping deals on 
Cyber Monday, with millions of Americans expected to log on and shop on their work computers, 
laptops and tablets after the busy holiday shopping weekend. 

(AP Photo/Mark Humphrey) 


counts and free shipping 
deals on Cyber Monday, 
with millions of Americans 
expected to log on and 
shop on their work comput¬ 
ers, laptops and tablets af¬ 
ter the busy holiday shop¬ 
ping weekend. 

But with retailers extend¬ 
ing their online deals into 
“Cyber Week” and even 
“Cyber Month,” early re¬ 
ports indicated shopping 
was less robust online on 
Monday compared with 
prior years. As of 3 p.m. ET, 


plan to head online after 
work or in the evening. But 
a year ago. Cyber Monday 
sales jumped 20.6 percent, 
according to IBM. 

It is still expected to be the 
biggest online shopping 
day again, as it has been 
each year since 2010. That 
is good news for retailers 
after a Thanksgiving week¬ 
end that saw fewer shop¬ 
pers and lower spending 
than last year, according 
to some estimates. Mo¬ 
bile traffic, which includes 


flat with 2013. 

Forrester analyst Sucharita 
Mulpuru said retailers could 
be playing it safe on deal 
offers since shoppers have 
been conditioned to head 
online to look for sales on 
Monday. 

“Cyber Monday offers 
aren’t super compelling, 
but don’t need to be,” she 
said. “It's been the biggest 
shopping day of the year 
for the last few years, so 
they know that people are 
going to come." 


Courtney Lane Greenley, 
25, from Alexandria, Virgin¬ 
ia, was feeling regret Mon¬ 
day that she didn't buy 
a knife block and cutlery 
earlier in the week, when 
she saw better deals on¬ 
line. Amazon was running 
a limited-time “lightning of¬ 
fer” for some Rachael Ray 
cookware on Friday under 
$100, but on Monday the 
same products cost more 
than $100. 

“I should have pulled the 
trigger earlier,” she said. 
Greenley didn't think she 
would make the purchases 
on Monday. 

Jack Kananian, of Bruns¬ 
wick, Ohio, 31, was more 
satisfied with his purchase. 
Fie waited months to buy 
a computer because he 
wanted to wait for Cyber 
Monday deals. He found 
one on HP's mobile site 
and bought it via his smart¬ 
phone on Monday, a com¬ 
puter with a touch screen 
for $550 marked down from 
$800. 

“I’ve been taking a look 
at different prices, but I 
bought it once I saw the 
deal, it was the best price I 
saw by far," he said. 

On Monday, Gap and Ba¬ 
nana Republic offered 40 
percent off all purchases. 
Amazon offered up to 45 
percent off some Sam¬ 
sung TVs and a deal later 
in the day for its Amazon 
Fire TV video streaming box 
marked down to $69 from 
$99. 

Wal-Mart said it has dou¬ 
bled its Cyber Week deals 


to 500 compared with last 
year, including up to half 
off some TVs, tablets and 
toys with free-shipping of¬ 
fers. Wal-Mart is also roll¬ 
ing out new deals later 
in the day in its so-called 
“Evening Edition” round of 
deals, including a Straight 
Talk Moto E Android Phone 
for $9.99, 90 percent off its 
regular price. 

The name “Cyber Mon¬ 
day" was coined in 2005 by 
the National Retail Federa¬ 
tion’s online arm, Shop.org, 
to encourage people to 
shop online. 

After retailers revved up 
deals, it became the busi¬ 
est online shopping day in 
2010. The name was also 
a nod to online shopping 
being done at work, where 
faster connections made it 
easier to browse, less of a 
factor now. 

This Cyber Monday comes 
after a weekend that saw 
5.3 percent fewer shoppers 
and 11 percent less spend¬ 
ing, according to estimates 
by the National Retail Fed¬ 
eration. 

Research firm comScore 
said late Sunday that e- 
commerce spending for 
the first 28 days of the No¬ 
vember and December 
shopping season totaled 
$22.7 billion, up 15 per¬ 
cent from last year. Sales 
jumped 32 percent to $1 
billion on Thanksgiving Day 
and 26 percent on Black 
Friday to $1.51 billion. The 
firm expects people to 
spend about $2.5 billion on 
Cyber Monday alone.Q 
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US jury selection 
begins in German 
student’s death 

MISSOULA, Montana (AP) 

— Jury selection began 
Monday in the trial of a U.S. 
man charged with fatally 
shooting a German ex¬ 
change student who broke 
into his garage. 

The case against Markus 
Kaarma centers on wheth¬ 
er he justifiably feared 
another home invasion 
because his Montana 
residence was burglar¬ 
ized twice before. He is 
charged with deliberate 
homicide in the April 27 
death of Diren Dede, 17, of 
Hamburg. 

Defense attorneys argue 
Kaarma was protecting 
his home and family, while 
prosecutors argue Kaarma 
deliberately tried to lure the 
victim into his dark garage 
by leaving out a purse and 
keeping the garage doors 
partially open. 

Dede’s parents, Celal and 
Gulcin Dede, were in the 
courtroom Monday, and 
his mother wore a T-shirt 
bearing his photo. 
Prosecutors say Kaarma 
was watching a video 
monitor and saw a dark fig¬ 
ure in his garage the night 
of the shooting. They say he 
grabbed his shotgun, ex¬ 
ited the front door, turned 
to face the partially open 
garage door and fired four 
shots into the darkness. 

A friend told police he was 
with Dede the night it hap¬ 
pened. The Ecuadorian 
exchange student, Robby 
Pazmino, said they were 
walking down the street, 
and he watched as Dede 
entered the garageQ. 


Police: 

4 dead following 3 shootings in West Virginia 



A Sheriffs department patrol car is parked on the exit ramp of exit 155 of 1-79 in Morgantown, 
W.V., Monday, Dec. 1, 2014, after three separate shootings left four people dead on Monday. 
State police said they’re seeking one suspect in all the shootings. Monongalia County 911 
director Mike Wolfe said police are seeking Jody Lee Hunt, 39, of Westover. Police also are 


searching for a 2011 Ford F-150 extended cab truck. 


(AP Photo/Ben Queen) 


MATT STROUD 
Associated Press 
MORGANTOWN, West Vir¬ 
ginia (AP) — Three separate 
shootings left four people 
dead in West Virginia on 
Monday, and state police 
said they’re seeking one sus¬ 
pect in all the shootings. 
State police spokesman Lt. 
Michael Baylous said two of 
the shootings happened in 
the Westover area and the 
other occurred about six 
miles (10 kilometers) away 
in an area known as Cheat 
Lake. 

Baylous identified the two 
victims from the Cheat Lake 
shooting as Sharon Kay Berk¬ 
shire, 39, and David Frum, 
28. Baylous had no details 
on the other shootings, say¬ 
ing other law enforcement 
agencies were handling 
them. 

Officials said police are seek¬ 
ing a suspect named Jody 
Lee Hunt, 39. Police also are 
searching for a 2011 Ford 
F-150 extended cab truck. 
“We ask that everyone stay 


vigilant and use their dis¬ 
cretion about whether they 
should leave their homes,” 
Wolfe said. 

According to court records, 
Berkshire filed a domestic 
violence case against Hunt 
last month. Court records 
also indicated there were 


no protective orders cur¬ 
rently in place for Berkshire. 
Further details were not im¬ 
mediately available. A call 
to Hunt’s home went unan¬ 
swered. 

Local schools were placed 
on lockdown, but West Vir¬ 
ginia University said there 


was no immediate threat 
to the campus. Classes re¬ 
sumed Monday following 
the Thanksgiving break. 

“The incident is not associ¬ 
ated with WVU nor did it 
occur on or near campus,” 
the university said in a news 
release. □ 


Son convicted of looting NY philanthropist dies 


JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Anthony 
Marshall, whose aristocratic 
life as philanthropist Brooke 
Astor's only child unrav¬ 
eled as he was convicted 
of raiding her fortune, has 
died, his lawyer said Mon¬ 
day. Marshall was 90. 
Marshall, a decorated 
World War II veteran who 
later became a diplomat 
and Broadway produc¬ 


er, died Sunday morning 
at NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hospital, attorney Ken¬ 
neth Warner said. Warner 
didn't immediately have 
information on the cause 
of Marshall's death, but the 
90-year-old had had heart 
and other health problems 
for years. 

Marshall was convicted 
in October 2009 of taking 
advantage of his aged 
mother’s slipping mind to 


loot her millions, and he was 
sentenced to one to three 
years in prison. His incarcer¬ 
ation was delayed for more 
than 3/4 years as he made 
his appeals, and Marshall 
ultimately went to prison in 
June 2013. 

He was granted medical 
parole two months later, 
with a state parole board 
finding that he was suffering 
from debilitating and per¬ 
manent, though not termi¬ 


nal, illness. The board asked 
whether he had regrets 
about the events leading to 
his imprisonment, accord¬ 
ing to a transcript. 

Born into wealth, Marshall 
enjoyed a life of upper- 
class respectability that 
was shattered when one of 
his own sons, Philip Marshall, 
publicly accused him in 
2006 of looting the society 
doyenne's money while let¬ 
ting her live in squalor.Q 
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Pregnancy bias claim to be heard by Supreme Court 



This photo shows Peggy Young, of Lorton, Va., with her daughter Triniti, 7, in Washington. Peggy 
Young has only to look at her 7-year-old younger daughter to be reminded how long she has 
been fighting with United Parcel Service over its treatment of pregnant employees, and why. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Peg¬ 
gy Young sued United Par¬ 
cel Service for discriminat¬ 
ing against pregnant wom¬ 
en. She lost two rounds in 
lower courts, but the Su¬ 
preme Court will hear her 
case Wednesday. 

The 42-year-old Young said 
her persistence is not only 
for herself. “I am fighting for 
my two daughters and I’m 
fighting for women who 
want to start a family and 
provide for the family at 
the same time," she said. 
UPS spokeswoman Kara 
Gerhardt Ross said the law 
is on the company's side. 
“UPS did not intentionally 
discriminate,” Ross said. 

The outcome could have 
wide-ranging effects. 
Three-quarters of women 
entering the workforce to¬ 
day will become pregnant 
at least once while em¬ 
ployed, and many will work 
throughout their pregnan¬ 
cies, employment discrimi¬ 
nation expert Katherine 
Kimpel wrote in a court 
brief. Some will experience 
complications or physical 
effects that cause them to 
ask their employers for a 


change of duties or other 
modifications, Kimpel said. 
The question in Young's 
case is whether UPS vio¬ 
lated the law through its 
policy of providing tempo¬ 
rary light-duty work only to 
employees who had on- 
the-job injuries, were dis¬ 


abled under federal law 
or lost their federal driver 
certification. “If you were 
painting your house and 
fell off a ladder, or if you 
had a ski accident, that 
wouldn't qualify for restrict¬ 


ed light duty. That’s where 
pregnancy fell at that time. 
It was not covered in any 
state law except Califor¬ 
nia's,” Ross said. 

The Obama administra¬ 
tion and 120 congressional 


Democrats are supporting 
Young. 

UPS employed Young as 
a part-time driver whose 
main job was to deliver 
overnight letters by 8:30 
a.m. UPS requires people 
in those jobs to be able to 
lift packages as heavy as 
70 pounds (32 kilograms). 
Young said she rarely 
handled anything over 20 
pounds (9 kilogramsjand 
dealt almost exclusively 
with letters that sat on the 
passenger seat of her van. 
In 2006, Young, then in her 
mid-30s, took a leave of 
absence to undergo in vi¬ 
tro fertilization in her desire 
to have a third child. On 
the third try, she became 
pregnant. 

Young wanted to return 
to work, and her doctor 
and a midwife wrote notes 
saying she should not lift 
packages heavier than 20 
pounds (9 kilograms). 

But UPS told Young she 
could not continue in her 
job and did not qualify for 
a temporary assignment. 
□ 


Justices consider Facebook threats case 
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SAM HANANEL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — From 
the violent lyrics of rap 
music to the crude com¬ 
ments of teenagers in vid¬ 
eo-game chat rooms, the 
Supreme Court struggled 
Monday over where to 
draw the line between free 
speech and illegal threats 
in the digital age. 

The justices considered the 
case of a U.S. man convict¬ 
ed of posting violent threats 
on Facebook — in the form 
of rap lyrics — about killing 
his estranged wife, shoot¬ 
ing up a school and slitting 
the throat of an FBI agent. 
Lawyers for Anthony Elo- 
nis say he didn’t mean to 
threaten anyone. They 


contend his posts under the 
pseudonym “Tone Dougie” 
were simply a way for him 
to vent his frustration over 
splitting up with his wife. 

The government argues 
the proper test is not what 
Elonis intended, but wheth¬ 
er his words would make 
a reasonable person feel 
threatened. 

That's the standard a jury 
used in convicting him un¬ 
der a federal law barring 
threats of violence. 

Some justices seemed con¬ 
cerned that the govern¬ 
ment’s position is too broad 
and risks sweeping in lan¬ 
guage protected by the 
First Amendment. But there 
seemed to be little agree¬ 
ment over what standard 


to use. 

Elonis attorney John El- 
wood said the speaker's in¬ 
tent could be determined 
by searching computer 
records, cell phone re¬ 
cords and other evidence 
of context. He said many 
speakers being prosecuted 
“are teenagers who are es¬ 
sentially shooting off their 
mouths and making sort 
of ill-timed, sarcastic com¬ 
ments which wind up get¬ 
ting them thrown in jail." 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
suggested the govern¬ 
ment's standard simply 
would be whether a rea¬ 
sonable person familiar 
with teenagers in video- 
game chat rooms would 
view it as a threat. □ 
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US Financial Front: 

American factory growth slips in Nov. but still healthy 



Ron Hudgins welds a 2015 Ford F-150 cab at the Dearborn Truck Plant in Dearborn, Mich. U.S. fac¬ 
tories were slightly less busy in November, as production and hiring slowed, though the level of 
activity remained strong. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
factories were slightly less 
busy in November, as pro¬ 
duction and hiring slowed, 
though the level of activity 
remained strong. 

The Institute forSupply Man¬ 
agement, a trade group of 
purchasing managers, said 
Monday that its manufac¬ 
turing index slipped to 58.7 
last month from 59 in Oc¬ 
tober. Any reading above 
50 signals expansion. Oc¬ 
tober’s figure matched a 


three-year high reached in 
August. 

Manufacturing has been 
a key driver of growth 
this year in the U.S., even 
as it has fallen off over¬ 
seas. Factories in China, 
the world’s second-larg¬ 
est economy, are barely 
growing, according to a 
survey released Sunday by 
the bank HSBC Corp. And 
a European manufactur¬ 
ing index fell to 50.1 in No¬ 
vember, the lowest in 17 
months and just barely in 
expansion territory. Brazil’s 


manufacturing sector has 
contracted for the seventh 
time in eight months. 

That has raised concerns 
among some economists 
that faltering overseas 
economies could soon 
drag on theU.S. 

“While the U.S. economy 
is domestically-oriented, 
a rising dollar in combina¬ 
tion with struggling global 
activity will weigh on eco¬ 


nomic growth over the 
next year,” Ksenia Bushme- 
neva, an economist at TD 
Economics, wrote in a note 
to clients. A stronger dollar 
makes U.S. goods more ex¬ 
pensive overseas. 

In the U.S., other manufac¬ 
turing data has pointed to 
a recent slowdown in out¬ 
put, and many economists 
said Monday that factories 
are probably not growing 
as fast as the ISM’s survey 
suggests. 

The index has topped 56 
since June, up from an av¬ 
erage of just 53.9 last year. 
“Although we remain opti¬ 
mistic about the outlook.... 
we're not convinced that 
conditions are quite as 
good as the ISM implies,” 
Paul Dales, senior econo¬ 
mist at Capital Economics, 
said in a note to clients. 

A measure of new U.S. or¬ 
ders rose and order back¬ 
logs jumped, both signs 
that output will likely re¬ 
main solid in the coming 
months. A gauge of hiring 
dipped, but still pointed to 
steady job gains among 
manufacturing firms. 


Lower oil prices are pro¬ 
viding a big boost, the 
ISM found. Its measure of 
prices paid for raw materi¬ 
als plummeted to 44.5, the 
lowest in two years. Cheap¬ 
er oil benefits plastic manu¬ 
facturers, who use oil as an 
ingredient, and steelmak¬ 
ers and other manufactur¬ 
ers who use it for heating 
and shipping. 

Other recent manufac¬ 
turing reports have been 
mixed. Businesses ordered 
fewer big-ticket manufac¬ 
tured goods in October, 
excluding the volatile air¬ 
craft category, the govern¬ 
ment said last week. Orders 
in a key category reflecting 
business investment plans 
fell for the second straight 
month. 

That’s raised concerns 
that economic growth 
could slow in the final three 
months of this year. The 
economy expanded at a 
4.25 percent annual rate 
in the April-June and July- 
September quarters. That 
was the best six months of 
growth for the U.S. econo¬ 
my since 2003..□ 


Aid group closes Afghan 
office after Kabul attack 


JOHN ROGERS 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

foreign aid group Partner¬ 
ship in Academics and De¬ 
velopment said Monday 
it has closed its Kabul, Af¬ 
ghanistan, office after an 
attack by Taliban fighters 
killed the office’s director, 
his two teenage children 
and two Afghan citizens. 
Several other people were 
injured, the group's inter¬ 
national field director, Allen 
Goff, told The Associated 
Press in an email. He did 
not elaborate. 

Werner Groenewald, a 
46-year-old South African 
who led the group’s chari¬ 
table activities in Afghani¬ 
stan, was among those 
killed, Goff said. He iden¬ 
tified the others as Groe- 


newald's 15- and 17-year- 
old children and two Af¬ 
ghan citizens. He did not 
release their names. 
Afghan authorities said 
Saturday’s attack was car¬ 
ried out by three Taliban 
militants who stormed the 
office. One exploded a sui¬ 
cide vest and the two oth¬ 
ers were killed in a gunfight 
with police. 

At least one of the attack¬ 
ers wore a police uniform, 
authorities said. 

Goff said PAD, an interna¬ 
tional aid group with an of¬ 
fice in Redlands, California, 
has operated in Afghani¬ 
stan since 2002, providing 
educational services to 
both children and adults. 
Groenewald, 46, had been 
the country’s director since 
20110 
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US businessman jailed in Russia over broken window 


J. ELLINGWORTH 
N. VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
BOSTON/MOSCOW (AP) — 

Last year, he tried to bring 
former NFL quarterback Tim 
Tebow to Moscow to play 
for his American football 
team. Now American busi¬ 
nessman Mike Zaltsman sits 
in a crowded jail cell, ac¬ 
cused of breaking a win¬ 
dow. The Boston entrepre¬ 
neur is involved in a dispute 
over an office he rented 
from a Russian billionaire 
that culminated with his ar¬ 
rest in April. 

The case underscores the 
unpredictable business en¬ 
vironment in Russia, where 
thousands have ended 
up in jail because of dis¬ 
putes or raids by rivals. Even 
seemingly petty crimes are 
used to imprison people for 
months or years. 

Although the property dis¬ 
pute is murky, Zaltsman's 
treatment is excessive by 
any standard, advocates 
say. 

“The fact that he was jailed 
for a broken window — this 
is cruel and sadly typical of 
Russia,” said Yana Yakovle¬ 
va, founder of the advoca¬ 
cy group Business Solidarity. 
Moscow police and investi¬ 
gators refused to comment 
on the case. 

Zaltsman, who has dual 
Russian and U.S. citizenship, 
was accused of hooligan¬ 
ism — a broad charge that 
has been used against the 
feminist punk band Pussy 
Riot and Greenpeace envi¬ 
ronmental activists. If con¬ 
victed, he could be impris¬ 
oned for up to seven years. 
He denies he was delin¬ 
quent on his rent, and says 
he has had no contact 
with U.S. Embassy officials. 
A Stafe Department official 
disputed this, saying U.S. 
diplomats have been in 
contact with Zaltsman and 
were monitoring the case. 
The official spoke on condi¬ 


tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
talk to the media. 

Tensions have escalated 
this year between Moscow 
and Washington over Rus¬ 
sia’s annexation of Crimea 
and ifs perceived role in fhe 
bloody conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, along with a rise in 


anti-American sentiment. 
But there has been no sug¬ 
gestion that this played a 
role in the Zaltsman case. 
Zaltsman grew up in Russia 
before moving to Boston 
in 1996 at age 19 with his 
parents, one of many Jews 
to leave following the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 
He became a U.S. citizen 
five years later and built a 
fortune in shipping and me¬ 
dia ventures that he values 
at $10 million. 

He returned to Russia in 
2005, setting up his Black 
Storm football team, which 
last year won the Russian 
championship. He failed in 


a bid to sign Tebow, the for¬ 
mer Denver Broncos quar¬ 
terback, to his roster. 

For seven months, the 
37-year-old Zaltsman has 
been in Detention Facility 
No. 5. He says he shares a 
cell with up to 15 others, 
with no trial in sight. Each 
prisoner has just two square 


meters (21 square feet) of 
floor space, barely enough 
to lie down. 

“Almost no sky and sun can 
be seen here,” he said. “I'm 
forgetting how it looks.” 
Dmitry Popkov, the former 
coach of the Black Storm, 
was arrested with Zaltsman. 
He suffers from health prob¬ 
lems that led to him plead¬ 
ing guilty in October to be 
treated while under house 
arrest. 

In the property dispute, 
Zaltsman alleges he was 
persecuted by Andrei 
Gorodilov, a tycoon who 
counts London-based bil¬ 
lionaire Roman Abramov¬ 


ich as a business partner 
and friend. Neither Goro¬ 
dilov nor his representatives 
would comment. 
Abramovich testified dur¬ 
ing a 2011 London trial that 
Gorodilov helped him in 
the creation of the oil com¬ 
pany Sibneft in the 1990s. 
Abramovich later sold 75 


percent of Sibneff to the 
Russian state firm Gazprom 
for $13 billion. Gorodilov 
briefly entered politics with 
Abramovich, serving as 
his deputy during his time 
as governor of the remote 
Chukotka region. 

In 2013, a company con¬ 
trolled by Zaltsman signed 
a five-year lease on an 
office in an upscale Mos¬ 
cow neighborhoods from 
a businesswoman associ¬ 
ated with Gorodilov. Within 
months, Zaltsman says, he 
was pressured to break the 
lease by Gorodilov, who 
took over as the registered 
owner of the property. 


When talks broke down, 
Zaltsman says, Gorodilov 
sent about 30 men, some 
armed, to occupy the of¬ 
fice and smash furniture. 
Zaltsman also alleges 
they stole $20,000 in office 
equipment. 

Zaltsman says he and some 
friends first tried to film the 
intruders to generate pub¬ 
licity over what they saw 
as an attack. Then they 
moved to more aggres¬ 
sive methods. On April 13, 
Zaltsman says, he and his 
supporters tried to scare 
Gorodilov's security into 
leaving. Zaltsman shouted 
that he was from the Rus¬ 
sian police special forces 
and that “anyone who 
doesn’t leave in the next 
10 seconds will be shot on 
the spot.” The occupants 
left, but in the confusion, 
Zaltsman says, one threw a 
chair through a window. 
Zaltsman and Popkov were 
arrested 10 days later. 
Zaltsman was accused of 
breaking the window him¬ 
self, while his associate was 
accused of assaulting one 
of the security men. 

In two civil cases brought 
against Zaltsman, the 
courts sided with Goro¬ 
dilov and said the evic¬ 
tion was legitimate, ruling 
Zaltsman's company had 
stopped paying rent and 
had ceased to be the le¬ 
gal tenant. Zaltsman insists 
he paid rent in compliance 
with the lease. Neither he 
nor his company was rep¬ 
resented at some of the 
hearings. 

Police have refused to 
comment while the crimi¬ 
nal case is under investiga¬ 
tion. They agreed only to 
provide the article of fhe 
criminal code under which 
the men are charged. It 
specifies they are accused 
of hooliganism while act¬ 
ing as part of a group and 
resisting police or security 
guards. 



In this file hand out photo provided by Mikhail Zaltsman, center in grey sweater, lawyers, players 
of the Black Storm American football team pose for a photo at the Leningradsky railway terminal 
in Moscow after they returned from winning the Russian championship in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

(AP Photo/ HO) 
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Hong Kong teen protest 
leader on hunger strike 

KELVIN CHAN 
Associated Press 

HONG KONG (AP) — A prominent Hong Kong teen 
protest leader said Monday he’s going on a hunger 
strike after a failed attempt by pro-democracy activ¬ 
ists to step up their flagging movement for democratic 
reforms by surrounding government headquarters. 
Joshua Wong’s announcement came after protest¬ 
ers carrying umbrellas - which have become symbols 
of the pro-democracy movement - battled police 
armed with pepper spray, batons and riot shields for 
hours overnight before being driven off a main road 
outside the complex at dawn. 

The government complex was forced to shut tempo¬ 
rarily and the city’s Beijing-backed leader said public 
patience was wearing thin, adding that police would 
“continue to take decisive action to enforce the law.” 
Student leaders conceded that their attempt to es¬ 
calate their movement had failed. With options run¬ 
ning out, the 18-year-old Wong announced at a rally 
late Monday that he and two other members of his 
group would go on an indefinite hunger strike to press 
demands that the Hong Kong government drop re¬ 
strictions on inaugural 2017 elections for the city’s top 
leader. 

Wong leads Scholarism, one of two student groups 
that have played key roles organizing the protests that 
have occupied major streets around the city for two 
months. 

Hundreds of protesters overran police lines Sunday 
night as they tried to block traffic on a main road, but 
were stopped by police barricades from going down 
a side road to Chief Executive Leung Chun-Ying’s of¬ 
fice. 

The protesters, many wearing surgical masks, hard 
hats and safety goggles and chanting, “I want true 
democracy," said they wanted to occupy the road 
to prevent Leung and other government officials from 
getting to work in the morning. 

At one point after midnight, police charged the 
crowd, aggressively pushing demonstrators back with 
pepper spray and batons, after some protesters start¬ 
ed pelting them with water bottles and other objects. 
Police later fell back, letting demonstrators re-occupy 
the road. At dawn, police charged again and cleared 
the protesters from some areas around the govern¬ 
ment headquarters. 

Police spokesman Steve Hui said 40 protesters had 
been arrested while 17 officers were injured, but did 
not give a total injury count. 

“Radicals and troublemakers were found in between 
the crowd who created chaos deliberately,” he said. 
Protesters said they were taking action to force a re¬ 
sponse from Hong Kong’s government, which has 
made little effort to address their demands that it scrap 
a plan by China’s Communist leaders to use a panel 
of Beijing-friendly elites to screen candidates for Hong 
Kong's leader in inaugural 2017 elections.Q 



This photo shows Iraqi army soldiers deployed in front of an Islamic court run by the Islamic 
State group in the town of Sadiyah, 60 miles north of Baghdad, Iraq in Diyala province, Iraq. Iraqi 
authorities say Iraqi troops backed by Shiite militias have retaken two towns seized previously by 
militants in an eastern province. (AP Photo) 


In fight against IS; 

Iraqi prime minister sacks 24 officials 


SAMEER N. YACOUB 
VIVIAN SALAMA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 
prime minister said Mon¬ 
day he retired 24 officials 
from the Interior Ministry as 
part of efforts to restructure 
the country’s security ap¬ 
paratus and remove those 
who failed to confront the 
crisis caused by the Islamic 
State group’s onslaught. 
Haider al-Abadi’s an¬ 
nouncement came as the 
Sunni extremist group at¬ 
tacked a police check¬ 
point near Iraq’s border 
with Syria, killing at least 15 
Iraqi policemen in an as¬ 
sault that underscored the 
depth of the country’s tur¬ 
moil. 

In Syria, the U.S. Central 
Command said a U.S. air- 
strike struck a target asso¬ 
ciated with the so-called 
Khorasan group, which 
Washington says is a spe¬ 
cial cell within the al-Qai- 
da-linked Nusra Front that 
is plotting attacks against 
Western interests. CENT- 
COM said the attack took 


place near Aleppo, and 
was among 27 airstrikes 
since Friday that mainly tar¬ 
geted Islamic State group 
militants in Kobani and 
Raqqa in northern Syria. 
The strike on the Khorasan 
group marked the fifth time 
the U.S. has targeted Nus¬ 
ra, al-Qaida’s Syria branch, 
as part of its broader cam¬ 
paign against the IS group 
in Syria and Iraq. 

Iraqi Prime Minister al-Aba- 
di’s move to send two doz¬ 
en Interior Ministry officials 
into retirement is part of his 
efforts to “restructure the 
security forces and make 
them more effective in the 
face of terrorism,” accord¬ 
ing to statements on his of¬ 
ficial Twitter and Facebook 
pages. 

Al-Abadi, who became 
prime minister in Septem¬ 
ber, has already retired a 
number of senior military 
officials in a push to reform 
the force. Monday’s state¬ 
ments did not identify the 
individuals or the ranks of 
officials sent into early re¬ 
tirement. 


The June fall of Iraq’s 
second-largest city, Mo¬ 
sul, was a turning point 
in the war against the ji- 
hadi group that calls it¬ 
self the Islamic State. The 
U.S.-trained Iraqi military, 
harassed for months by 
small-scale attacks, buck¬ 
led almost instantly when 
militants advanced on the 
city. Commanders disap¬ 
peared, pleas for more 
ammunition went unan¬ 
swered and in some cases, 
soldiers stripped off their 
uniforms and ran from the 
fight. 

Since then, U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion airstrikes have served 
to reinforce Iraqi and Kurd¬ 
ish security forces as they 
battle the Sunni militants, 
but major victories have 
been sparse. 

Many have blamed the 
army’s poor performance 
on al-Abadi’s predeces¬ 
sor, Nouri al-Maliki, saying 
he replaced top officers 
with inexperienced or in¬ 
competent political al¬ 
lies in order to monopolize 
power.Q 
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London tenants protest, fear they will lose homes 


DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of London tenants 
marched to the British 
prime minister's office 
Monday to protest a New 
York-based investor’s 
threat to hike their rents 
— the latest example of 
tensions in the capital’s 
booming property market. 
Residents of the New Era 
housing project in east 
London, originally built as 
affordable housing for lo¬ 
cal workers, want to pre¬ 
vent Westbrook Partners 
from raising rents to market 
levels. Comedian Russell 
Brand has championed 
the cause of the residents, 
and won them attention. 
“It's social cleansing,” said 
Lindsey Garrett, a health 
care coordinator with the 
National Health Service. 
“It’s forcing ordinary work¬ 
ing-class people out of 
London. It’s wrong.” 
Housing advocates say 
the case is being duplicat¬ 
ed across Britain, though 
it usually takes place one 
home at a time. In the New 


Era housing project, the en- 90 families — is affected at “The New Era debacle is an 
tire development — some once. illustration of what is going 



Residents from the New Era estate in east London, originally built as affordable housing for local 
workers, pose for photographs with their supporter British comedian Russell Brand, right, just be¬ 
fore handing a petition into 10 Downing Street, Monday, Dec. 1, 2014. The residents of the estate, 
comprising of 93 families, are demanding that U.K. leaders prevent U.S. property investment firm 
Westbrook Partners from raising rents to market levels. 

(AP Photo/Matt Dunham) 


Snowden calls on UN to protect privacy, rights 


HELSINKI (AP) — Edward 
Snowden, co-winner of the 
Right Livelihood Award, has 
called on the United Na¬ 
tions to propose new mea¬ 
sures to protect individual 
privacy and human rights. 
The prize, also known as 
the “alternative Nobel,” 
recognizes “the work of 
so many people ... not just 
over recent years" but over 
decades, the former NSA 
systems analyst told the 
award ceremony Monday 
in Swedish Parliament by 
video link. 

“I hope despite all we have 


accomplished in the last 
year, we all recognize that 
this is only the beginning,” 
Snowden said, adding that 
he could only accept the 
award collectively. 
Snowden, who remains in 
Russia after leaking NSA 
documents to journalists in 
2013 and faces charges in 
the U.S. that could land him 
in prison for up to 30 years, 
said he has no regrets 
about his actions. 

He said journalists, pub¬ 
lishers and activists were 
among those who had put 
“so much on the line” and 


many couldn’t go home 
because they feared ar¬ 
rest, including himself. 
“These are things that are 
unlikely to change soon. 
But they’re worth it,” he 
said. “All the prices we 
paid, all the sacrifices we 
made, I believe we’d do it 
again.” 

“There is so much more to 
do ... and together we will 
achieve it," Snowden said, 
receiving a standing ova¬ 
tion. 

Snowden split the honor¬ 
ary portion of the award 
with Alan Rusbridger, edi¬ 


tor of the Guardian, which 
has published a series of 
articles on government sur¬ 
veillance based on docu¬ 
ments leaked by Snowden. 
The 1.5 million kronor 
($210,000) cash portion of 
the award — was shared 
by Pakistani human rights 
activist Asma Jahangir, Ba¬ 
sil Fernando of the Asian 
Human Rights Commission 
and U.S. environmentalist 
Bill McKibben. 

The Right Livelihood Award 
foundation typically honors 
grass-roots activists.□ 


on around the country,” 
said Alex Hilton, director of 
Generation Rent. “Tenants 
have no choice.” 

The protests are also a re¬ 
flection of the tensions cre¬ 
ated by London's position 
as one of the world’s most 
cosmopolitan cities. Since 
the financial crisis, property 
is increasingly being treat¬ 
ed as a financial invest¬ 
ment rather than a place 
to live. 

Westbrook Partners bought 
the estate from a family 
that owned the develop¬ 
ment and ran it with a phil¬ 
anthropic bend since the 
1930s. Hackney Council, 
the local government, has 
since been told Westbrook 
plans to evict the residents 
while renovations take 
place. They would be al¬ 
lowed to return if they pay 
market rates, which would 
be an estimated three 
times their present rents. 

But the company said that 
no eviction notices have 
been sent, nor legal pro¬ 
ceedings undertaken. 
“Westbrook has told ten¬ 
ants that there will be no 
changes to their residential 
leases and no increases in 
rents during the first half of 
2015,” the company said in 
a statement. 

The company said it was 
also in the process of ar¬ 
ranging a “dedicated ten¬ 
ant liaison officer," to cre¬ 
ate a “dialogue with ten¬ 
ants about future rent sce¬ 
narios at the property."□ 
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Ex-president wins Uruguay election, pot plan safe 


L. HABERKORN 
Associated Press 
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay 
(AP) — Tabare Vazquez's 
victory in Uruguay’s presi¬ 
dential election is a show 
of support for the leftist co¬ 
alition that has governed 
the country for the past 
decade and allows the 
government to proceed 
with its plan to create the 
world’s first state-run mari¬ 
juana marketplace. 
Vazquez, a 74-year-old on¬ 
cologist who was president 
from 2005 to 2010, topped 
center-right rival Luis Lacal- 
le Pou of the National Party 
53 percent to 40 percent in 
Sunday’s vote. 

The runoff vote drew in¬ 
ternational attention after 
Lacalle Pou promised to 
undo much of the pioneer¬ 
ing plan to put the govern¬ 
ment in charge of regulat¬ 
ing the production, distribu¬ 
tion and sale of marijuana 
on a nationwide scale. 
Vazquez, meanwhile, said 
he would proceed with it, 
unless it produced nega¬ 
tive results. 

As results came in, La¬ 
calle Pou called Vazquez 
to concede and wish him 
“great success," while sup¬ 
porters of Vazquez’s Broad 
Front coalition poured into 
the streets to celebrate. 

In his victory speech, 
Vazquez called on the op¬ 
position to join him in a na¬ 
tional accord to deal with 
the issues of public security, 
health and education. “I 
want to be able to count 
on all Uruguayans, but not 
so they follow me, so they 
guide me, accompany 
me." 

Sunday's win marked a re¬ 
versal of roles for Vazquez, 
who shook up Uruguayan 
politics when he became 
president the first time, 
peacefully ending 170 
years of two-party domi¬ 
nance. In his first presiden¬ 
tial campaign, Vazquez 


promised changes that 
would “shake the roots 
of the trees.” But he gov¬ 
erned as a relatively cau¬ 
tious moderate, avoiding 
the constitutional changes 
and polarization that have 
shaken countries such as 
Venezuela. 

His popularity on leaving 
office paved the way for 
the election of his succes¬ 
sor, current President Jose 
Mujica, a former guerrilla 
known for his humble life¬ 
style and straight talk. Both 
men belong to the Broad 
Front coalition, which has 
been in power for a de¬ 
cade and has passed laws 
same-sex marriage, abor¬ 
tion and marijuana. 

This time around, Mujica’s 
popularity and a strong 
economy helped propel 
Vazquez into office, where 
he is now seen as the can¬ 
didate of continuity, not of 
change. 

Javier Silva, an operator 
at a state electrical plant, 
said he voted for Vazquez 
because he thinks the 
country is doing well. 

“The economy is rising. The 
country isn’t anything like 
it was 10 or 20 years ago, 
when it was in decline," 
said the 35-year-old. 
Monica Centurion, an of¬ 
ficial at a state hospital, 
said she voted for Lacalle 
Pou because of his pledge 
to improve public security, 
which “is the principal is¬ 
sue.” 

Vazquez immediately 
moved to calm fears that 
he would introduce radical 
change in his second term. 
“Within the Constitution 
and the law everything. 
Outside the Constitution 
and the law nothing," he 
told party militants after his 
win was announced. 
Lacalle Pou is the son of 
another ex-president, Luis 
Alberto Lacalle Herrera, 
who governed from 1990 
to 1995. 



President elect Tabare Vazquez celebrates in Montevideo, Uruguay. Vazquez easily won Uru¬ 
guay's presidential election, returning to power a left-leaning coalition that has legalized gay 
marriage and moved to create the world’s first state-run marijuana marketplace. 

(AP Photo/Matilde 
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Colombian president pushes army to explain capture 


JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— A day after leftist reb¬ 
els freed a top Colombian 
general whose capture 
nearly sabotaged peace 
talks, attention is turning 
to the unexplained cir¬ 
cumstances that led to his 
shock capture. 

President Juan Manuel 
Santos on Monday urged 
his military to immediately 


clarify to the nation why 
one of its best-trained sol¬ 
diers apparently violated 
military protocol and ven¬ 
tured up a rebel-dominat¬ 
ed river in western Colom¬ 
bia dressed as a civilian 
with two companions but 
without his normal secu¬ 
rity detail. Prosecutors and 
lawmakers are also lining 
up to question Gen. Ruben 
Alzate, the highest-ranking 
office ever seized by the 


Revolutionary Armed Forc¬ 
es of Colombia in 50 years 
of fighting. Santos on Mon¬ 
day dispatched to Cuba 
his peace negotiators to 
restart talks with the FARC 
that he suspended two 
weeks ago in response to 
Alzate’s capture. 

Alzate hasn't been seen 
or heard from since his re¬ 
lease Sunday except for in 
videos and photos, one of 
which show the counter¬ 


insurgent expert in a plaid 
shirt and sweatpants shak¬ 
ing the hands of his cap- 
tors before boarding a 
helicopter piloted by the 
international Red Cross. 

The images, released by 
the FARC to Venezuelan 
network Telesur, are bound 
to stir resentment in Co¬ 
lombia's military, many of 
whose members are skep¬ 
tical of Santos’ peace ef¬ 
forts. While the capture of 


Abate appears to have 
been accidental, the crisis 
it triggered exposed one 
of the peace process’ big¬ 
gest challenges: the lack 
of a bilateral ceasefire. 
Santos, pushed by the mili¬ 
tary and conservative crit¬ 
ics, has long rejected such 
an option for fear it would 
give the rebels use an op¬ 
portunity to regroup after 
a decade of heavy battle¬ 
field losses. □ 


Mexican president’s polls fall to near-record lows 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — New 

polls published Monday 
show approval ratings for 
Mexican President Enrique 
Pena Nieto falling to some 
of the lowest levels in re¬ 
cent memory. 

Just nine months after 
Pena Nieto appeared on 
the cover of Time maga¬ 
zine with the headline 
“Saving Mexico,” scandals 
and crises have pushed his 
approval rating down to 
around 40 percent. 

It’s one of the lowest lev¬ 
els for a Mexican president 
since Ernesto Zedillo pre¬ 
sided over the 1994-1995 
economic crisis. 

A Buendia & Laredo poll 
for the El Universal newspa¬ 
per showed Pena Nieto’s 
approval rating falling from 
46 percent in August to 41 
percent in November, with 
a margin of error of 3.1 per¬ 
centage points. A poll by 
the Reforma newspaper 
showed approval drop¬ 
ping from 50 percent in Au¬ 
gust to 39 percent in late 
November. It had a margin 
of error of 3.5 percentage 
points. 

Francisco Abundis, direc¬ 
tor of the Parametria poll¬ 


ing firm, said his company’s 
figures showed Pena Nieto 
in a similar range of ap¬ 
proval, between 42 and 
43 percent, and noted 
that was low for a Mexican 


Nieto has never achieved 
high ratings in Mexico, de¬ 
spite enthusiasm abroad 
for his market-oriented re¬ 
forms. 

“What we have is a presi- 


as spokesman for former 
president Vicente Fox, said 
the disappearance in Sep¬ 
tember of 43 students in 
the southern state of Guer¬ 
rero played a partial role 


turned them over to a drug 
gang that reportedly killed 
them and incinerated their 
bodies. Aguilar also said 
the execution by soldiers 
of about 15 suspects at 
a warehouse in southern 
Mexico on June 30 played 
a role. “Not only were 
these events extremely re¬ 
grettable, but the govern¬ 
ment was also slow to re¬ 
act,” said Aguilar. 

The governmental Na¬ 
tional Human Rights Com¬ 
mission said Monday that 
“violence, illegality and 
impunity are putting the 
country’s stability and 
peaceful coexistence at 
risk, as never before." 

That contrasts with the ad¬ 
ministration's ability to strike 
back-room deals to get 
reforms through Congress. 
Pena Nieto has opened 
the country’s state-owned 
oil sector to private invest¬ 
ment, tightened telecom 
regulation and passed a 
reform of the country's no¬ 
toriously bad public school 
system. But when events 
like mass disappearances 
or executions occur, the 
government — which had 
long downplayed vio¬ 
lence — was caught flat- 
footed.Q 
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A bedroom wall in the official home of the Guerrero state governor, known as “Casa Guerrero” 
is defaced with graffiti after protesters demanding the return of the 43 missing students entered 
the home in the city of Chilpancingo, Mexico. Graffiti on the wall says: “Comfortable? Enjoy it, 
you have little left.” New polls published Monday show approval ratings for Mexican President 
Enrique Pena Nieto falling to some of the lowest levels in recent memory. 

(AP Photo/Alejandrino Gonzalez) 

dent who is stuck in the in the president's low ap- 
high to low 40s... but there 
is no tendency,” Abundis 
said. Political consultant 
Ruben Aguilar, who served 


president. “It's very difficult 
for them (Mexican presi¬ 
dents) to fall below 55 or 60 
percent.” 

But he also said that Pena 


proval ratings. The students 
were detained by local 
police in the Guerrero city 
of Iguala, who apparently 


Haiti police say 34 inmates escape in prison break 


EVENS SANON 

Associated Press 

SAINT MARC, Haiti (AP) — 

Nearly three dozen prisoners 
awaiting trial in a crowded 
jail in a provincial city north 
of the Haitian escaped by 
sawing through steel bars, 
authorities said Monday. 
Thirty-four prisoners crawled 
through the window at the 


jail in Saint Marc and fled 
into the darkness, accord¬ 
ing to officials with the Hai¬ 
tian National Police. 

Saint Marc Police Commis¬ 
sioner Berson Soljour said 
four of the men had been 
recaptured, but the rest re¬ 
mained at large. He said all 
of those who escaped had 
been awaiting trial, includ¬ 


ing one facing a charge of 
murder. An officer who was 
on overnight duty at the 
jail has been detained on 
suspicion of aiding the es¬ 
cape, said Charles Roubins, 
a police investigator. 

Saint Marc is a port city 
about 60 miles (100 kilome¬ 
ters) north of the capital 
and is the largest city be¬ 


tween Port-au-Prince and 
Cap-Haitien. Police were 
circulating photos of the 
men throughout the central 
Artibonite region. 

Haitian prisons are notori¬ 
ously overcrowded and rife 
with problems, with many 
inmates spending years in 
pre-trial detention. There 
were nearly 500 prisoners in¬ 


side the jail in Saint Marc at 
the time of the escape. 
About 330 prisoners, includ¬ 
ing many both charged 
and convicted of serious 
crimes, escaped in August 
from a prison in Croix-des- 
Bouquets using weapons 
apparently smuggled in 
by guards. Most have not 
been recaptured.Q 



















Won by Team Haime/Quant; 

2nd Hans Nooter Memorial Golf Cup a Hole in One! 




ORANJESTAD - The second 
Hans Nooter Memorial golf 
tournament has been won 
by team Patrick Haime/ 
Cisco Quant (60 points). 
The winning team was im¬ 
mediately followed by Kim 
Tilleman/Papi de L’isle, 
Carla Schipper/Sjaak van 
Pelt, Allen Leverock/Ger- 
rie Hoevenaars and Alfons 
Linders/Carsten Goetze. 

All teams scoring 63 in the 
two-men scramble format. 

Luuk Nooter, brother of 
Hans, who passed away 


two years ago, and his 
son Tim both played in the 
event. Hans Nooter is still 
sorely missed by many on 
the island. The event start¬ 
ed off at 12.30 when Tierra 
del Sol’s golf pro James 
waved off the 35 golf carts 
to their respective holes. 
After a windy but sunny 
afternoon and surrounded 
by the spectacular scen¬ 
ery of the golf course, par¬ 
ticipants met at Cafe the 
Plaza, the official host of 
the tournament for the 2nd 
consecutive year, to cele¬ 
brate with a few drinks and 
a spectacular dinner. 
During the prize-giving cer¬ 


emony, the winners of the 
“closest to the pin" were 
announced. Hole #3 was 
won by Michael v.d. Hofst- 
ede, #7 by Pirn Smits, #13 
by Patrick Haime, #15 by 
Gerrie Hoevenaars, #17 
by Alfons Linders and hole 
#1 was won by Hansl Hol- 
werda. 

The second Hans Nooter 
Memorial was a wonderful 
event with a fantastic fin¬ 
ish. 

Photos show the golf carts 
setting off at Tierra del Sol, 
a great shot by participant 
Steve Bowen, Luuk and Tim 
Nooter and the group of 
winners. □ 





























TUESDAY 2 DECEMBER 


"fHLOCAL 


g 



lore Aruba by wight! Sfir* 


Dinne r & Nightlif e TourW^yj, ^ 

65 


Monday to Saturday 
6.00 PM -12.00 AM 

- Champagne toast 
-Dinner under the Stars 

- Three Bar stops 


Monday to Saturday 
8.30 PM -12.30 AM 


\ 45 


- Four bar stops with drinks at special prices 

- Free welcome shot at every stop 


KukooKunuku Noord128P Noord,Aruba Phone:(297)5862010/US:(305)2907423 
Fax: (297) 586 2009 Email: contact@kukookunuku.com www.kukookunuku.com 


CALL US NOW 

586-2010 


Greg and Sandy Wallace Honored as Ambassadors of Goodwill 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very special 
couple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitors of Aruba, 
at the Costa Linda Beach 
Resort as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary tifle is presented 


in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Greg and Mrs. Sandy Wal¬ 
lace. The Wallace Family 
are loyal members of the 
Costa Linda Beach Re¬ 


sort and they love Aruba 
very much because of 
the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, great entertainment 
and being on Aruba and 
staying at the Costa Linda 
is like being home for them. 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
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3rd ANIVERSARY 
COME CELLEBRATE WITH US 



LUNCH AND DINNER 
DOLLAR PRICES 
BECOME 
FLORINS 
(Applicable to your 
Main Dishes) 


Valid only on the regular menu, not to be used with any other 


promotions or discounts 

PALM BEACH 164A ,OPEN 11 AM TILL 10 PM, MAKE YOUR RESERVATION DIRECT, AT : PHONE: 586 38 43 


PRESENT THIS AD TO CLAIM YOUR DISCOUNT . 


representing the Aruba Mrs. Miriam Rodriquez rep- 
Tourism Authority together resenting the Costa Linda 
with Mrs. Sharisa Tromp and Beach Resort.□ 























Experience the oldest Aruban industry as a fun daytime outing: 

The Aruba Aloe Factory & Museum. 




The Aloe Vera Plant, a brief history. 

Aloe Vera's healing properties were discovered centuries ago and it has been used as an 
ingredient in medications throughout the world by many different cultures ever since. It is 
believed that Cleopatra used Aloe to enhance the natural beauty of her skin by bathing in Aloe 
gel and that Christopher Columbus said: “Four vegetables are indispensable for the well being 
of a man: Wheat, the grape, the olive and Aloe. The first nourishes him, the second raises his 
spirit, the third brings him harmony and the fourth cures him.” 


Aloe Vera, meaning True Plant in Latin, originally comes from Africa and the plant has been 
endowed with such marvelous properties that over the years it has been given names such as the 
Burn Plant, Medicine Plant, Wand of Heaven and even Plant of Life. 


“Island of Aloe”. 

The plant was introduced in Aruba in the mid 1800's, and because of the perfect weather 
conditions for the plant to grow in Aruba became one of the largest exporters of Aloe Vera 
products in the world earning the nickname “Island of Aloe”. Aloe has proven to be so 
important to the local economy that the plant is even shown in the code of arms of Aruba. Aloe 
Vera nowadays tops the list as one of the most powerful moisturizers and hydrating remedies 
available and Aruban aloe is known to be the best in the world. 


Claude Cyr & Burdette Redfirn, from New Brunswick Canada, on Aruba for 
a friend’s wedding: 

“It is my first time on the island; we are having a great time! Aruba is beautiful and 
the water is amazing. I have used the Aruba Aloe products a lot already for small 
burns and especially sunburns. We are glad we came to take the tour to see the 
process; I had no idea that it was such a small company and that everything is done 
manually which is good for the local economy. What surprised me is that Aloe is 
actually edible and a bodily cleanser, so I have learned quite a bit. The tour guide 
Randy is excellent! “ 


Tourists have been visiting the wonderful island of Aruba since the late 1940's, enjoying the 
pristine beaches, clear waters and Aruba's dynamic nightlife. But one of the most unique 
experiences you and your skin will certainly appreciate for years to come is visiting the world 
famous Aruba Aloe Balm Plantation, Factory and Museum. You will learn about the rich history 
of Aloe Vera, its importance to Aruba's economy, and the healing properties of this miracle 
plant. 


The Aruba Aloe Balm Factory and Museum Tour: 

Founded in 1890, Aruba Aloe Balm is one of the oldest companies in Aruba and the only 
company that still grows and processes Aloe on the island. By visiting this iconic landmark and 
plantation, you will learn about the plant's rich history and about how Aruba Aloe makes its 
world famous skin care products. 

During the tour, the super friendly local staff will guide you through the process of how they 
grow, hand cut and process the products that are sold worldwide. You will also get a guided tour of the museum 

that serves as a national 
depository for ancient aloe 
tools and equipment as well 
as a complete library on the 
history, manufacturing and 
healing qualities of Aloe. 


Aloe in Italy but there it's not such good quality as the Aloe here, 
and hydrated skin.” 


Laura & Dominio Bucciero, from Napels Italy on their honeymoon: 

“First time in Aruba, we are here for our honeymoon and staying for a week. The 
tour is very interesting, even though I don't perfectly understand English. We have 
I have purchased the hand and body lotion because I don't really sunburn but still want very smooth 


If you want to experience this unique and authentic experience come visit us during your stay here on Aruba! The tour & museum are open Monday thru Saturday 8 am 
to 5 pm. If you are interested in learning more about Aruba Aloe products you can also visit www.arubaaloe.com. We hope to see you soon! 


For more information about the Aruba Aloe tour, please call T:+297 588 3222 or email: 
tours@arubaaloe.com or consult any hotel concierge. 



RUBA ALOE 


World s Finest Aloe s Since 1890 
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No 1297)738-1453 


Aruba Motorcycle Tours & Rentals 


BOOK NOW: (+297) 586-3735 


CALL for more information about our Special Price 

Tel: 582-7800 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 


PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 
and much more. Our desks 
are located at Casa del 



Mar (pool deck), Playa Lin¬ 
da resort next to the juice 
bar. Holiday Inn Desk and 
at the Concierge & Peli¬ 
can Pier desk located be¬ 



tween Holiday Inn hotel & 
Playa Linda Resort. 

Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet), In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 
daily for dinner reservations 



call 297-586-2259 from 11 hour from 4 till 6 pm. 
am. Last but not least our Piz- 

Our Captain's Morgan Pier zeria del Mar that offers a 
Bar offers a daily happy variety of pizzas.Q 











































Baltimore Orioles’ Nelson 
Cruz celebrates at the plate 
after he hit a grand slam in 
the eighth inning against the 
Texas Rangers in a baseball 
game Tuesday, June 3, 2014, 
in Arlington, Texas. 

Associated Press 

AP sources: 

Mariners, 
Nelson Cruz 
nearing 
contract 

By TIM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer 
SEATTLE (AP) — The Mariners 
are on the verge of land¬ 
ing the right-handed slug¬ 
ger they were seeking for 
the middle of their batting 
order 

Free agent slugger Nel¬ 
son Cruz and Seattle are 
nearing agreement on a 
contract, two people with 
knowledge of the deal told 
The Associated Press on 
Monday. The pair spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
because the deal had not 
been finalized and was still 
pending a physical. 

El Caribe in the Domini¬ 
can Republic first reported 
the agreement, saying it 
was worth $57 million over 
for four years. Seattle did 
not comment. Cruz led 
the major leagues with 40 
home runs last season and 
had 108 RBIs for Baltimore, 
which signed him to an $8 
million, one-year deal. 


Continued on Page 20 
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Long history of political gestures in sports 


By EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 

The “Hands-up. Don’t 
shoot!” gesture that five St. 
Louis Rams made during 
pregame wasn't the first 
time athletes have used 
their platform to make po¬ 
litical statements. 

A short list of some of the 
most famous moments: 
-Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos: The most iconic mo¬ 
ment of them all. American 
sprinters Smith and Carlos 
took to the medal stand 
at the Mexico City Olym¬ 
pics in 1968 and raised 
their gloved fists - the Black 
Power salute. It was a time 
of enormous racial fension 
in fhe United States, and 
the gesture was front-page 
news in hundreds of news¬ 
papers. The athletes were 
booed out of the stadium 
and expelled from fhe 
Olympics. 

-Obama Salute: Broncos 
receiver Brandon Marshall 
started to pull a black-and- 
white glove out of his shirf. 


designed fo honor Barack 
Obama shortly after he was 
elected President in 2008. 
But a teammate stopped 
him, fearing he might draw 
a penalty. 

-Tebow Eyeblack: Not so 
much a political expression 
as a religious one. While at 
Florida, Tim Tebow liked to 
etch bible chapters into his 
eyeblack, a practice he 
couldn’t continue in the 
NFL, which banned such 
expressions. 

-Los Suns: In response to the 
passing of a state law many 
saw as anti-Hispanic, the 
owner of fhe Phoenix Suns 
had his team wear their jer¬ 
seys that said “Los Suns” at 
a home game in 2010. 
-LeBron, Heat and hoodies: 
LeBron James and Dwyane 
Wade got the Heat to pose 
for a team picture with all 
the players wearing hood¬ 
ies, the same thing Trayvon 
Martin was wearing when 
he was shot to death in 
2012. 

- “Quenelle": Soccer player 


Nicolas Anelka was banned 
for five games for perform¬ 
ing a gesture known in 
France as a “quenelle” - 
described as an inverted 
Nazi salute - during a game 
last year. He was later fired 
by his feam, Wesf Brom¬ 
wich. Ofher soccer players, 
including Paolo Di Canio 
and Giorgos Kafidis, have 
also been suspended for 
fascist salutes. 

-The Rams: During pre¬ 
game introductions Sun¬ 
day, Tavon Austin and 
Kenny Britt were joined by 
Jared Cook, Stedman Bai¬ 
ley and Chris Givens, all of 
whom raised fheir hands in 
a show of support for pro¬ 
festers in Ferguson, Missouri 
- a suburb of Sf. Louis. Last 
Monday, a grand jury there 
decided not to charge the 
white officer who fatally 
shot Michael Brown, who 
was black. Some witnesses 
said Brown had his hands 
up before being shot al¬ 
though others disputed 
that. 



In this Oct. 16,1968, file photo, U.S. athletes Tommie Smith, cen¬ 
ter, and John Carlos stare downward while gesturing skyward 
during the playing of the Star Spangled Banner after Smith re¬ 
ceived the gold and Carlos the bronze for the 200 meter run at 
the Summer Olympic Games in Mexico City. Australian silver 
medalist Peter Norman is at left. 

Associated Press 



Open daily 1 (tom 1c dam » J.1 irtnjsquin Rlvd #47 
583.5000 * casinoQlhambrci.com 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
All Day Long! 

Use your Alhambra Advantage card 
to play our slots from 1 Oam to 4am 
and well DOUBLE your points! 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide voriely of Refoil & Dining Outlets, 
Solon & Spo Services, Stuvenirs onrf more. 
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BUCALOE 

TODAY: 5-6pm & 10-11pm 


SPECIAL PRICES ON Mojito 
and local beers: Balashi & Chill 


, Live Happv Hour Entertainment 


Located at De Palm Pier T- (+297) 587 2233 lnfo@Bugaloe.com 

between the Radisson Resort and Riu Hotel Beach Ban and orm ’ www.Bugaloe.com 


NBA Capsules 

Bryant leads Lakers over Toronto 129-122 in OT 



Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant, bottom, and Toronto Raptors' 
Jonas Valanciunas, of Lithuania, fight for a rebound during the 
second half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014, 
in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kobe 
Bryant had 31 points, 12 as¬ 
sists and 11 rebounds for his 
20th career triple-double 
as the Los Angeles Lakers 
ended a four-game losing 
streak with a 129-122 over¬ 
time victory over the Toron¬ 
to Raptors on Sunday. 
Seven players scored in 
double figures for the Lak¬ 
ers, including all five start¬ 
ers. Nick Young added 20 
points off the bench, Carlos 
Boozer scored 18 and Jor¬ 
dan Hill had 16 points and 
12 rebounds. 

Kyle Lowry had 29 points, 
nine assists and six re¬ 
bounds for Toronto before 
fouling out with 2.8 seconds 
left in overtime. Terrence 
Ross had 20 points and 
Lou Williams added 19 off 
the bench for the Raptors, 
whose 13-3 record enter¬ 
ing the game was the best 
start in franchise history. 
Toronto played without 
leading scorer DeMar 
DeRozan, who tore a ten¬ 
don in his left groin during 
Friday’s 106-102 loss to Dal¬ 
las and is out indefinitely. 
Greivis Vasquez made his 
first start of the season and 
scored 19 points. 

SPURS 111, CELTICS 89 
BOSTON (AP) — Danny 
Green scored 18 points 
and coach Gregg Popo¬ 
vich returned from a two- 
game absence to lead San 
Antonio over Boston for ifs 
seventh straight victory. 
Popovich returned for the 
opener of a four-game trip 
after missing two games 
following an undisclosed 
minor medical procedure. 
Leading 80-77 with 10 min¬ 
utes left, the Spurs went on 
a 14-2 run to take a 94-79 
lead with 6:11 left on a la¬ 
yup by Cory Joseph. After 
Jeff Green made a free 
throw for Boston, cutting 
the lead to 94-80, Aron 


Baynes beat the 24-second 
clock with a 3-pointer then 
made a layup for a 99-80 
lead with 4:36 to go. 

Boris Diaw had 15 points 
and Tim Duncan added 
14 for the Spurs. The Celtics 
were led by Jeff Green with 
16 points and Evan Turner 
with 12 as they dropped to 
1 -7 in their last eight games. 
Rajon Rondo finished with 
only two points and missed 
both of his free throws. He 
has made just 9 of 30 all 
season. 

BULLS 102, NETS 84 
NEW YORK (AP) —Jimmy 
Butler had 26 points and 
Pau Gasol had 25 points 
and 13 rebounds, leading 
Chicago past Brooklyn. 
Rookie Bojan Bogdanovic 
led the Nets with 13 points 
and reserve Jarret Jack 
added 12. 


Derrick Rose had 14 points 
and reserve Nikola Mirotic 
chipped in 12 points and 12 
rebounds for fhe Bulls, who 
capped a seven-game, 
14-day road trip with their 
second straight win and fin¬ 
ished 4-3 overall. Chicago’s 
United Center had been 
reserved for the annual cir¬ 
cus show, forcing the Bulls 
on the road. 

WARRIORS 104, PISTONS 93 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. (AP) — 
Draymond Green scored 
20 points and Stephen Cur¬ 
ry added 16 points and 10 
assists to help Golden State 
beat Detroit for its ninth 
straight victory. 

Marreese Speights added 
11 points and 12 rebounds 
for the Warriors (14-2). 

The Pistons (3-14) have lost 
eight in a row, the longest 
streak of Sfan Van Gun¬ 


dy’s coaching career, and 
have matched his career 
worst at 11 games under 
.500. Kentavious Caldwell- 
Pope led Detroit with 23 
points. 

Van Gundy broke up his 
usual three-post lineup 
against the smaller Warriors, 
starting Kyle Singler at small 
forward and bringing Greg 
Monroe off fhe bench. If 
didn’t work. Monroe, Andre 
Drummond and Josh Smith 
shot a combined 12 for 38. 
GRIZZLIES 97, KINGS 85 
SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) —Zach Randolph had 
22 points and 12 rebounds, 
AND Marc Gasol added 
18 points and six rebounds 
as Memphis held off a lafe 
rally to beat short-hand¬ 
ed Sacramento for ifs fifth 
straight win. 

The frontcourt tandem 
took advantage of a Kings 
team playing without cen¬ 
ter DeMarcus Cousins, who 
missed his second straight 
game because of a virus. 
The Grizzlies built a 21-point 
lead in the second quarter 
and pulled away again in 
the fourth to stretch their 
NBA-best record to 15-2. 
Rudy Gay scored 20 points 
and reserve Reggie Evans 
finished with 17 points and 
20 rebounds as Sacramen¬ 
to (9-8) lost its third game in 
a row. 

HEAT 86, KNICKS 79 
NEW YORK (AP) — Dwyane 
Wade returned from a sev¬ 
en-game absence to score 
27 points —13 in the fourth 
quarter — as Miami beat 
New York. 

Chris Bosh added 20 for the 
Heat, including a crucial 
3-pointer with 1:07 left as 
Miami held off a late New 
York rally. 

Carmelo Anthony also re¬ 
turned after a two-game 
absence because of back 
spasms fo score 31 points 


for the Knicks. Amare Stou- 
demire had 19 points and 
12 rebounds 

After trailing by 16, the 
Knicks pulled to 65-63 on 
Tim Hardaway Jr.’s layup 
with 9:22 left. 

Wade, sidelined since Nov. 
12 by a hamstring injury, 
followed with a baseline 
jumper and scored 12 of 
Miami's next 15 points to 
help the Heat maintain the 
lead. 

MAGIC 93, SUNS 90 
PHOENIX (AP) — Tobias 
Harris scored 21 points as 
Orlando held off a late rally 
to beat Phoenix and snap 
a four-game losing streak. 
Nikola Vucevic added 18 
points for the Magic, who 
led by 16 early in the fourth 
quarter before the Suns cut 
it to three with 1:02 to play. 
Phoenix coach John Hor- 
nacek drew a technical on 
Orlando’s next possession, 
the coach claiming to no 
avail that Vucevic traveled 
on a layup. 

Consecutive 3-pointers by 
Goran Dragic and Gerald 
Green, the second with 2.9 
seconds to go, cut the lead 
to one, Evan Fournier sank 
two free throws with 1.6 
seconds to go and Phoenix 
failed to get a shot off af 
fhe buzzer. 

Dragic scored 22 points 
and Markieff Morris had 18 
points, 10 rebounds and 
seven assists for fhe Suns. 
TRAIL BLAZERS 107, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 93 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 
LaMarcus Aldridge had 26 
points and 15 rebounds to 
pace Portland over Minne¬ 
sota. 

Wesley Matthews add¬ 
ed 23 points, including 
six 3-pointers for his third 
straight game with at least 
five 3-poinfers, and the 
Blazers led by as many as 
16 points. 
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n this Sept. 4, 2014, file photo, Baltimore Orioles’ Nelson Cruz 
watches his two-run home run in the first inning of an interleague 
baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


Adderall caused most 
MLB positive drug tests 


Nelson Cruz 

Continued from Page 17 

He served a 50-game sus¬ 
pension in 2013 for viola¬ 
tions of the major league 
drug agreement in relation 
to the sport’s Biogenesis in¬ 
vestigation. 

He likely will bat behind fel¬ 
low Dominican star Rob¬ 
inson Cano, who will be 
starting the second season 
of a $240 million, 10-year 
contract. 

Cruz did not accept a 
$15.3 million qualifying of¬ 
fer from the Orioles. Seattle 
would forfeit its first-round 
draft pick, the 19th overall 
selection. Baltimore would 
get an additional pick be¬ 
tween the first and second 
rounds. 

Seattle also has a $100 mil¬ 
lion, seven-year deal with 
third baseman Kyle Seager 
that awaits completion. 
The Mariners have among 
the top pitching staffs in 
the AL but missed the post¬ 
season by one game last 
season due to offensive 


shortcomings. 

Cruz would fit the need, 
even if Seattle is taking a 
risk with such a significant 
commitment to a 34-year- 
old who has never posted 
big numbers at Safeco 
Field. Cruz has hit at least 
22 homers in every season 
since 2009 and has been 
an All-Star three times. 
Cruz's .271 batting aver¬ 


age and .525 slugging per¬ 
centage last season with 
Baltimore was his highest 
since 2010 with Texas. 

Cruz has hit .240 with nine 
homers and 19 RBIs in 52 
games in Seattle - better 
than his .185 career aver¬ 
age in Oakland and .218 in 
Anaheim. 

Seattle hoped last sea¬ 
son that Corey Hart could 


return from knee troubles 
and add right-handed pop 
to an overwhelmingly left- 
handed batting order but 
he hit .203 with six homers 
and 21 RBIs in 68 games. 
Seattle also brought back 
switch-hitting designated 
hitter Kendrys Morales at 
midseason, but he could 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - While 
113 big leaguers had ex¬ 
emptions in the past year 
to use otherwise banned 
substances to treat Atten¬ 
tion Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder, Adderall caused 
eight of the 10 positive tests 
for stimulants under Major 
League Baseball’s drug 
program. A report released 
Monday by MLB’s indepen¬ 
dent program administra¬ 
tor detailed the findings. 
Dr. Jeffrey M. Anderson's 



not match his 2013 produc¬ 
tion. 

According to STATS, Inc., 
the Mariners’ .332 slugging 
percentage by right-hand¬ 
ed batters this year was 
the lowest for an AL team 
in a non-shortened season 
since the 1979 Oakland 
Athletics.Q 


report showed that thera- 
putic use exemptions given 
to 40-man roster players 
to treat ADHD were down 
from the 119 in the year 
ending with the 2013 World 
Series. Among the TUEs for 
ADHD, there were 11 for 
new players, down from 
21 the previous year and 
the lowest total since 2008, 
a person familiar with the 
data told The Associated 
Press. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause those figures were 
not in the report.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down 
town marina is home of Drift 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Celebrating our 28th 

anniversary with YOU! 

jj 

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK: Sunset & Dinner Cruise 

Irteludftft HHlA, tiprtn RAF, UribbAArt mirttt, fitter 2 hMl &P Sun-Mi Cru iie Will a 3 CMfU Dinner At fiuf 

Pelicjin Hast 'jn the sea. siHKlacgi-op view, professional service. Freibft made dishes 1o spoil your senses, 

VI*(i* II Paw M Htr P Playi Li nda, Holiday Inn Wu=k>rqfr%bhy dasb buch hubs, RIU Htf b*+««n 4411* fijJ 
PnLace Htftl On ttif tHUttl, gr nl ggr gwn Pelican Pier bgfwwn Hi* HOlWtjf Inn A Pl|ya LMt R*Mlt -1 

tor manatisst call 5B7 2302 (Monsun] or book online at; www.ueltc3n-aruDa.com 



Streaky nature of football teams puzzling 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

NFL coaches harp on the 
need for consistency. Reg¬ 
imen is everything. 

Yet the streakiness of some 
teams, and the unpre¬ 
dictability for others, has 
marked this football sea¬ 
son. 

Now streakiness can be 
a good thing, as the Pa¬ 
triots (seven consecutive 
wins). Cardinals (six) and 
Cowboys (six) proved. Of 
course, each of them lost 
in Week 13. 

And streakiness also can 
shatter a season, as the 
losses piled up for the Raid¬ 
ers (10), Jets (eight). Giants 
(seven), Jaguars (six). Ti¬ 
tans (six) and Panthers (six). 
What is most maddening 
for coaches, general man¬ 
agers and players, though, 
is when they don’t have 
a clue how their team 
will perform from week to 
week. 

And yes, that has been 
true for some of the better 
clubs in the league. De¬ 
fining what the Cowboys, 
Seahawks, 49ers, Chiefs, 
Chargers and each team 
in the AFC North is has be¬ 
come an unsolvable puz¬ 
zle. 

As for the tail enders, the 
two New York teams of¬ 
fer a case in point, which 
is surprising for the Giants, 
not so much for the Jets. 
Under Tom Coughlin, the 
Giants have had lots of ups 
and downs. But they’ve 
generally blocked well for 
Eli Manning, had a sub¬ 
stantial running game and 
a staunch pass rush filled 
with sack masters. 

The reasons they are in 
the midst of the NFL’s lon¬ 
gest current slide is that all 
of those elements have 
failed. 

Yes, Coughlin always looks 
exasperated on the side¬ 
line, and he’s never had 


more reason to be so than 
this year. The only consis¬ 
tent things about the Gi¬ 
ants are their inconsistency 
- and the steady losing. 
“It’s a loss that we feel we 
should’ve won,” Cough¬ 
lin said after the Giants 
blew a 21-0 lead and fell 
in Jacksonville. “We’ve 
done this too many times. 
We just helped somebody 
beat us. Instead of fore¬ 


play a home game in De¬ 
troit. 

Once reliable on defense, 
now they are fundamen¬ 
tally weak. Their offense 
hasn’t been any good 
since Ryan’s first two sea¬ 
sons in New Jersey (2009- 
10 ). 

Thus, ridiculously long neg¬ 
ative streaks fill the Jersey 
Meadowlands. 

Still, Ryan and Coughlin 


Seattle. That allowed them 
to be choosy in their pass¬ 
ing game, and it kept the 
defense off the field. 

Now that the Cowboys 
have dropped three of 
their past five, it would be 
easy to presume their ap¬ 
proach has changed. It 
hasn't really done so. 

Yet the Cowboys have 
gone from cruising toward 
the postseason to a dog¬ 


paramount. 

It’s also where that need 
for consistency becomes 
essential. 

Injuries, of course, play a 
huge role in finding that 
stability. The Cardinals, 
whose six-game victory 
streak has been followed 
by a pair of road losses, 
are so banged-up they 
might not find it. 

The Packers, getting 



New York Giants quarterback Eli Manning (10) fumbles the ball as he is hit by Jacksonville Jaguars defensive tackle Roy Miller 
(97) during the second half of an NFL football game in Jacksonville, Fla., Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014. The ball bounced in the end zone 
and was recovered by Jacksonville for a touchdown. Associated Press 


ing them to beat us, we 
helped them.” 

The Jets are even more be¬ 
fuddling because the one 
thing they always have 
done under Rex Ryan is 
play hard and physical 
football. This year, they’ve 
barely showed up on a trip 
to San Diego and in two 
losses to Buffalo - the most 
recent after the Bills were 
displaced by massive 
snowstorms and forced to 


would be less agitated if 
they had any clue which 
team would suit up and 
take the field. Shockingly, 
that's also true for some of 
the positive streaky teams. 
Such as Dallas. 

When the Cowboys were 
winning their six in a row, 
from Sept. 14-Oct. 19, they 
ran the ball down op¬ 
ponents’ throats - even 
against the likes of defend¬ 
ing Super Bowl champion 


fight in which they could 
miss out on a wild-card 
berth. 

Now that the calendar has 
hit the final month, teams 
with title designs covet 
getting on a streak - pro¬ 
vided it’s the right kind, not 
the type the Giants are 
mired in. 

With so many tight playoff 
races and so many teams 
still alive, stringing together 
a bunch of wins becomes 


healthy at the right time 
and riding a four-game 
win streak (and eight of 
nine), might already have 
discovered it. 

“We have some big goals,” 
Aaron Rodgers said after 
the Packers ended New 
England’s winning ways on 
Sunday, "and we’re get¬ 
ting into December foot¬ 
ball now with a chance 
with everything right in 
front of us.’O 
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Amazon’s new robot army is ready to ship 



A Kiva robot drive unit is seen, foreground, before it moves under a stack of merchandise pods, seen on a tour of one of 
Amazon’s newest distribution centers in Tracy, Calif., Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014. Associated Press 


BRANDON BAILEY 
AP Technology Writer 
TRACY, California (AP) 

— A year ago, Amazon, 
com workers like 34-year- 
old Rejinaldo Rosales 
walked the aisles each 
shift to find each item a 
customer ordered and 
prepare it for shipping. 
Now the e-commerce 
giant boasts that it has 
boosted efficiency by 
deploying more than 
15,000 wheeled robots to 
crisscross the floors of its 
biggest warehouses and 
deliver stacks of toys, 
books and other prod¬ 
ucts to employees. 

‘‘We pick two to three 
times faster than we used 
to,” Rosales said during a 
break from sorting mer¬ 
chandise into bins at 
Amazon’s massive distri¬ 
bution center in Tracy, 
California. “It’s made the 
job a lot easier." 
Amazon.com Inc., which 
faces its single biggest 
day of online shopping 
on Monday, has invested 
heavily this year in up¬ 
grading and expanding 
its distribution network, 
adding new technology, 
opening more shipping 
centers and hiring 80,000 
seasonal workers to meet 
the coming onslaught of 
holiday orders. 

Amazon says it pro¬ 
cessed orders for 36.8 
million items on the Mon¬ 
day after Thanksgiving 
last year, and it’s expect¬ 
ing “Cyber Monday” to 
be even busier this year. 
CEO Jeff Bezos vows to 
one day deliver pack¬ 
ages by drone, but that 
technology isn’t ready 
yet. Even so, Amazon 
doesn’t want a repeat 
of last year, when some 
customers were disap¬ 
pointed by late deliveries 
attributed to Midwest¬ 
ern ice storms and last- 
minute shipping troubles 
at both UPS and FedEx. 
Meanwhile, the compa¬ 
ny is facing tough com¬ 
petition from rivals like 
Google and eBay, and 
traditional retailers are 
offering more online ser¬ 
vices. 

Amazon has forecast 
revenue of $27.3 billion 
to $30.3 billion for the hol¬ 


iday quarter, up 18 per¬ 
cent from last year but 
less than Wall Street had 
expected. However, Am¬ 
azon has invested billions 
of dollars in its shipping 
network, and its reliabil¬ 
ity is a big selling point 
to customers. Piper Jaf- 
fray investment analyst 
Gene Munster wrote in a 
note to clients Friday. He 
thinks Amazon’s forecast 
is conservative. 

The Seattle-based com¬ 
pany now has 109 ship¬ 
ping centers around the 
globe. The Tracy facil¬ 
ity is one of 10 in which 
Amazon has deployed 
the robots, using technol¬ 
ogy acquired when the 
company bought robot- 
maker Kiva Systems Inc. 
in 2012, said Dave Clark, 
Amazon’s senior vice 
president for operations, 
who gave reporters a 
tour on Sunday. 

More than 1,500 full-time 
employees work at the 
center. They are joined 
by about 3,000 robots, 
gliding swiftly and quietly 
around the warehouse. 
The robots navigate by 
scanning coded stick¬ 
ers on the floor, following 
digital commands that 


are beamed wirelessly 
from a central computer. 
The system uses bar 
codes to track which 
items are on each shelf, 
so a robot can fetch the 
right shelves for each 
worker as orders come 


The Associated Press 

The cybersecurity compa¬ 
ny FireEye has unearthed 
a team of email intruders 
that snoop through the 
correspondence of com¬ 
pany executives who may 
possess market-moving in¬ 
formation. 

FireEye said the team has 
carried out attacks against 
nearly 100 publicly traded 
companies or their adviso¬ 
ry firms in possible attempts 
to play the stock market. 
Most of the targets are 
health care or pharma¬ 
ceutical companies. It not¬ 
ed that the shares of those 
firms can move dramati¬ 
cally after the announce¬ 
ment of clinical trial results, 
regulatory decisions or 
other significant develop- 


in. 

The robots will cut the 
Tracy center’s operat¬ 
ing costs by 20 percent, 
Clark said. But he was 
quickto assert they won't 
eliminate jobs. 

“Our focus is all about 


ments. 

FireEye has labeled the 
group FIN4 and says it fo¬ 
cuses on capturing user- 
names and passwords to 
email accounts, which 
gives the group access to 
private email correspon¬ 
dence. The group does not 
use malware, which helps 
it evade detection. 

“FIN4 is the first time we are 
seeing a group of very so¬ 
phisticated attackers actu¬ 
ally systematically acquire 
information that only has 
true value to a criminal 
when used in relation to the 
stock market,” FireEye Vice 
President Dan McWhorter 
said in a statement. 

FireEye said the group 
sends convincing “phish¬ 
ing lures" to its targets. 


building automation that 
helps people do their jobs 
better,” he said, adding 
that workers are needed 
for more complex tasks 
such as shelving, pack¬ 
ing and checking for 
damaged itemsQ 


often from the email ac¬ 
counts of other victims. The 
lures entice their targets 
into opening a document 
and entering their email 
credentials. 

The security firm believes 
the group is based in the 
United States or Western 
Europe and involves native 
English speakers. 

FireEye Inc. said Monday 
that the group has been 
operating since at least 
the middle of last year. It 
did not identify FIN4’s tar¬ 
gets. 

Shares of FireEye climbed 
46 cents to $30.75 Monday 
morning while broader 
trading indexes fell slightly. 
Those shares had dropped 
about 30 percent so far this 
year, as of Friday.Q 


Security firm: Team targets 
email for stock info 
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Stocks slip after retail sales weaken, China slows 


will, just not so much that it 
really hurts corporate earn¬ 
ings.” A survey by HSBC 
showed Chinese manufac¬ 
turing activity lost steam in 
November, adding to signs 
of an economic slowdown. 
HSBC said its purchasing 
managers' index edged 
down to 50 from 50.4 the 
previous month. On the 
index's 100-point scale, 
numbers below 50 indicate 


slipped 0.1 percent. Ja¬ 
pan’s benchmark stock 
index Nikkei 225 added 0.8 
percent. 

Major stock markets in Eu¬ 
rope closed with slight loss¬ 
es. Germany’s DAX sank 
0.2 percent, and France’s 
CAC 40 dropped 0.3 per¬ 
cent. Britain’s FTSE 100 slid 1 
percent. Russia’s RTS index 
lost 1.6 percent. 

Back in the U.S., Dream- 



Trader Michael Zicchinolfi works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Mounting signs of 
weakness in the global economy and a weak start to the holiday shopping season knocked the 
stock market lower on Monday. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mount¬ 
ing signs of weakness in 
the global economy and 
a weak start to the holiday 
shopping season knocked 
the stock market lower on 
Monday. 

Earlier sales, a shift to on¬ 
line shopping and stag¬ 
nant wages meant fewer 
Americans showed up to 
stores over the Thanksgiv¬ 
ing weekend, the National 
Retail Federation said Sun¬ 
day. The trade group esti¬ 
mated that total spending 
for the four days totaled 
$50.9 billion, down 11 per¬ 
cent from last year. 

Major retailers slumped in 
response. Macy’s lost $1.72, 
or 3 percent, to $63.19 and 
Target fell $1.25, or 2 per¬ 
cent, to $72.75. Best Buy 
lost $2.15, or 6 percent, to 
$37.26. 

New reports of slowing 
manufacturing in China as 
well as in the three largest 
economies that use the Eu¬ 
ropean currency -- Germa¬ 
ny, France and Italy -- also 
gave investors little reason 
to cheer. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 14.12 points, or 
0.7 percent, to close at 
2,053.44. The losses were 
widespread: General Elec¬ 
tric and other industrial 
companies led eight of 
the ten sectors in the index 
down. The Dow Jones in¬ 
dustrial average dropped 
51.44 points, or 0.3 percent, 
to 17,776.80, while the Nas¬ 
daq composite fell 64.28 
points, or 1.3 percent, to 
4,727.35. 

It was a weak start to what 
has been the stock mar- 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

—Sweeping change in the 
electricity business and the 
rise of renewable energy 
are behind German util¬ 
ity E.ON’s decision to spin 
off its conventional power 
plants — and create two 
companies that can each 
focus on what it does best. 
E.ON CEO Johannes Teys- 
sen said Monday that 
conventional power gen¬ 
eration will remain indis¬ 
pensable but that a "new 
world has grown up along- 


ket’s best month on aver¬ 
age. Since 1950, the S&P 
500 has ended Decem¬ 
ber with a typical gain of 
1.7 percent, according to 
the “Stock Trader's Alma¬ 
nac." But after a strong 11 
percent run this year, the 
market looks relatively ex¬ 
pensive. The S&P 500 index 
trades at 17.6 times its prof¬ 
its over the past 12 months, 
well above the long-term 


average. 

Peter Cardillo, chief mar¬ 
ket economist at Rockwell 
Global Capital, said more 
reports of slow economic 
growth around the world 
and falling oil prices could 
drive the market down in 
the coming weeks. But he 
thinks any setback will likely 
prove temporary. “Maybe 
the weakness in the global 
economy will take some of 
the starch out of our econ¬ 
omy,” he said. “It probably 


side it, a world character¬ 
ized above all by tech¬ 
nological innovation and 
individualized customer 
expectations.” 
Duesseldorf-based E.ON 
SE will focus on renew¬ 
ables such as wind power 
and distribution networks, 
while the as-yet unnamed 
new company will keep 
gas and coal plants. Those 
plants have had difficulty 
making a profit due to 
government support for 
renewables. Germany 


contraction. China’s eco¬ 
nomic growth slowed to a 
five-year low of 7.3 percent 
in the latest quarter. 

“The November PMIs con¬ 
firm that growth in China's 
industry remains under 
downward pressure," Louis 
Kuijs of Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land wrote in a report to 
investors. 

In Asia, Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng index plunged 2.6 
percent, while the Shang¬ 
hai Composite Index 


is trying to shut down all 
nuclear plants by 2022 
and ramp up power gen¬ 
eration from renewable 
sources. 

Teyssen said the renew- 
ables-focused busi¬ 

ness was characterized 
by speed and innovation, 
while convention power 
generation was focused 
on secure supply and big, 
efficient facilities. 

“We’re already experi¬ 
encing how difficult it is to 
combine these two very 


Works Animation slumped 
after its latest movie, “Pen¬ 
guins of Madagascar,” 
had a weaker box-office 
opening over the Thanks¬ 
giving weekend than 
analysts had expected. 
The sequel to its popular 
“Madagascar" movie took 
second place to the new¬ 
est installment of “The Hun¬ 
ger Games” series. Dream¬ 
Works’ stock plunged 
$1.33, or 6 percent, to 
$22,510 


different cultures in a sin¬ 
gle organization.” 

E.ON says it will keep busi¬ 
nesses that employ some 
40,000 of the company’s 
60,000 employees. Teyssen 
said that new setup "will 
not be accompanied by 
a job-cutting program." 
E.ON said in a statement 
late Sunday that the new 
strategy will see it quit 
conventional power gen¬ 
eration, global energy 
trading, exploration and 
production.^ 


Intel buying 
Password Box 
for services 

NEW YORK (AP) — Intel 
Corp. said Monday that 
it bought PasswordBox, 
a service that saves and 
remembers passwords so 
that users can log into dif¬ 
ferent websites without 
having to remember or 
type in their passwords. 
The Santa Clara, Califor¬ 
nia-based chip maker did 
not disclose financial de¬ 
tails of the deal. Intel said 
PasswordBox has been 
downloaded 14 million 
times since its debut a year 
ago. The company will be 
a part of Intel’s security 
software business, which 
includes McAfee. Besides 
managing passwords, 
PasswordBox can also store 
and encrypt credit card 
information for quicker 
checkouts when shopping 
online. All of PasswordBox's 
44 employees, based in 
Montreal, have joined In¬ 
tel. □ 

Berkshire unit 
buys another 
chemical firm 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — 

Warren Buffett's specialty 
chemical subsidiary Lu- 
brizol will spend at least 
$750 million to acquire busi¬ 
nesses that make oilfield 
chemicals and drilling flu¬ 
ids. Berkshire Hathaway 
Inc.'s Lubrizol says it ex¬ 
pects to acquire two busi¬ 
nesses from Weatherford In¬ 
ternational PLC by the end 
of 2014. Lubrizol will pay at 
least $750 million, but the 
price could grow to $825 
million if fhe acquired busi¬ 
nesses perform well. Lu¬ 
brizol, which is based in 
Wickliffe, Ohio, says it will 
create a new business unit 
focused on oilfield solutions 
once it acquires the Engi¬ 
neered Chemistry and In¬ 
tegrity Industries units from 
Swiss-based Weatherford. 
Engineered Chemistry op¬ 
erates 10 sites mostly in 
North America that supply 
additives and fluids for a 
variety of oilfield activities. 
Integrity Industries has 14 
locations that supply drill¬ 
ing fluids to mining com¬ 
panies. Both are based in 
Texas.□ 


German E.ON’s spinoff marks energy business change 
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US: Mercedes violated labor law at Alabama plant 


ERIK SCHELZIG 
Associated Press 

The U.S. National Labor Re¬ 
lations Board has upheld a 
ruling that Mercedes vio¬ 
lated federal labor laws 
by stopping United Auto 
Workers union supporters 
from handing out literature 
inside its plant in the state 
of Alabama. 

The ruling by the three- 
member NLRB panel re¬ 
quires Mercedes to update 


its employee handbook 
to say that workers are al¬ 
lowed to discuss union is¬ 
sues during non-work times 
and that they can solicit 
their colleagues in mixed- 
use areas like team centers 
and atriums. 

Mercedes must also post 
notices at the plant near 
Tuscaloosa to acknowl¬ 
edge the violation and 
to reaffirm that manage¬ 
ment won’t “interfere with, 


restrain, or coerce” work¬ 
ers seeking to unionize the 
plant. 

Kirk Garner, who has 
worked at the Mercedes 
plant since 2000, was a wit¬ 
ness in the NLRB case and 
is a member of the newly 
formed UAW Local 112 that 
is trying to gain representa¬ 
tion at the factory. 

“We’re hopeful it can be a 
turning point for honoring 
workers' rights in Alabama, 


as Daimler does elsewhere 
in the U.S. and around the 
world,” Garner said of the 
ruling, issued late Wednes¬ 
day. 

Mercedes parent Daimler 
has long declared that it is 
neutral on union questions. 
Jason Hoff, the plant’s 
president and CEO, told re¬ 
porters in September that 
the dispute did not reflect 
an anti-union position by 
management. 


“We clearly feel there 
are certain places in the 
plant that are work places, 
and not places where we 
would want materials like 
that being distributed, re¬ 
gardless of whether that's 
for or against the union," 
Hoff said at the time. 

The UAW has been ramp¬ 
ing up its efforts at Mer¬ 
cedes and at fellow Volk¬ 
swagen's plant in neigh¬ 
boring TennesseeO 


Putin says Russia will scrap South Stream pipeline 



Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan shake 
hands after a joint news conference at the new Presidential Palace in Ankara, Turkey, Monday, 
Dec. 1, 2014. Putin arrived in Turkey for a one-day visit and met with Erdogan at his huge new 
palace on once-protected farm land and forest in Ankara, becoming the second foreign 
dignitary after Pope Francis to be hosted at the lavish, 1,000-room complex. 

(AP Photo/Burhan Ozbilici) 


SUZAN FRASER 
V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Russia is scrapping the 
South Stream natural gas 
pipeline project and may 
cooperate with Turkey in¬ 
stead on building a gas 
hub for southern Europe, 
President Vladimir Putin 
said Monday. 

Putin pointed at the Eu¬ 
ropean Union’s refusal to 
give the go-ahead for the 
multibillion project, saying 
that has left Moscow no 
other options. The project 
would have involved run¬ 
ning a pipeline under the 
Black Sea to Bulgaria and 
further on to southern Eu¬ 
rope. 

However, Moscow will 
boost gas supplies to Tur¬ 
key across the existing 
pipeline and later could 
build a new link and even¬ 
tually work with Turkey on 
creating a hub for natural 
gas supplies on the border 
with Greece, he said. 

The announcement came 
at a time when Russia-West 
ties are at their lowest point 


since the Cold War over 
Ukraine. The United States 
and the European Union 
have slapped economic 
sanctions on Russia over 
its annexation of Ukraine's 
Black Sea peninsula of 


Crimea and support for a 
pro-Russian insurgency in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Turkey, a NATO-member 
which is vying for Euro¬ 
pean Union membership, 
has however, been keen 


to increase exports to Rus¬ 
sia even though the two 
nations have striking differ¬ 
ences over the crisis in Syria 
and Ukraine. 

Putin and Erdogan, often 
compared to each oth¬ 


er for their authoritarian 
streak, tried to downplay 
their differences but di¬ 
vergences on Syria were 
nevertheless hard to con¬ 
ceal. Russia remains Syr¬ 
ian leader Bashar Assad’s 
closest ally, while Turkey 
supports Syria's opposi¬ 
tion forces and wants to 
see Assad deposed. “We 
are in agreement that the 
situation in Syria needs to 
be resolved. We have dif¬ 
ficulties on the issue of how 
this can be done, how it 
can be resolved,” Erdogan 
said. “An approach which 
questions what will happen 
once Assad is gone is to¬ 
tally wrong," Erdogan said. 
“We came to this point be¬ 
cause of Assad. This shows 
fhaf he was nof successful" 
“We have to consider 
Assad as though he does 
not exist. It is not possible 
to reach a solution with 
Assad,” he said. 

Putin sought to downplay 
the differences, said the 
sides agreed that the situa¬ 
tion in Syria “is not normal" 
and that they did not want 
“chaos to reign” there.Q 


Ukraine gets loan to modernize gas pipelines 


PETER LEONARD 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — 

Ukraine landed a 150 mil¬ 
lion euro ($187 million) loan 
on Monday to modernize its 
section of fhe pipeline used 
to deliver natural gas from 
Russia to Europe. 

In a separate develop¬ 
ment, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin later in the 
day announced that Mos¬ 
cow would stop pursuing 
construction of a Black Sea 
gas pipeline widely viewed 


as an attempt to circum¬ 
vent Ukraine. 

Speaking after a loan sig¬ 
nature ceremony in Kiev, 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Ar¬ 
seniy Yatsenyuk said optimi¬ 
zation of his country’s gas 
pipelines would lower the 
cost of transporting the fuel 
by 20 percent. 

The loan is being provided 
to state-owned pipeline 
operator Ukrtransgaz by 
the EU’s lender, the Euro¬ 
pean Investment Bank. 
Yatsenyuk says refurbish¬ 


ment of Ukraine’s section of 
the Urengoy-Pomary-Uzh- 
gorod pipeline will boost 
energy efficiency and re¬ 
duce harmful emissions. 
Almost 120 kilometers of 
pipelines will be replaced 
and two compressor sta¬ 
tions modernized under the 
project. The European Bank 
for Reconstruction and De¬ 
velopment is expected to 
contribute another $200 
million in loans for the same 
planned four-year recon¬ 
struction effort. 


Yatsenyuk said he hopes a 
Ukrainian company will car¬ 
ry out the project, which he 
said could boost the econ¬ 
omy. The pipeline system 
has the capacity to supply 
Europe with 142.5 billion cu¬ 
bic meters of gas annually. 
Russia has for years been 
pursuing pipeline projects 
intended to reduce its re¬ 
liance on transit through 
Ukraine. Commercial and 
political disputes have led 
to the suspension of gas 
supplies to Europe in the 


past. One is Nord Stream, a 
recently completed pipe¬ 
line under the Baltic Sea, 
directly linking Germany 
with Siberia’s vast natural 
gas reserves with a capac¬ 
ity to transit 55 billion cubic 
meters annually. 

Moscow has lobbied hard 
to also build South Stream, 
which would have seen 
gas transported from Rus¬ 
sia through the Black Sea 
to Bulgaria and other Euro¬ 
pean countries, bypassing 
Ukraine.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Morley_of 

“60 Minutes” 

6 Close noisily 
10 Heartache”; 
country rock hit 

14 In the know 

15 Tiny bit 

16 _up; sick 

17 Deadly 

18 Departs 

19 Was dishonest 

20 Vision 

22 Recoil in fear 
or disgust 

24 Gabor and 
Longoria 

25 Climbed onto, 
as a horse 

26 Extras not 
being used 

29 Numerical 
comparison 

30 Capture 

31 Left-hand 
ledger entry 

33 Wall recess 
37 Feels terrible 
39 Web surfer’s 
stops 

41 Make airtight 

42 Sparkle 
44 Nuisances 

46 Not well-lit 

47 Sulks 
49 Furry 

swimmers 
51 Changed 
slightly 

54 Lion’s cry 

55 _ in; brought 
under control 

56 _ board; place 
to post notices 

60 Capitol roof, 
often 

61 Dull-colored 

63 Overdo the role 

64 Dollar bills 

65 Part of the ear 

66 Capital of 
Bulgaria 

67 Cincinnati team 

68 Rams’ mates 

69 Confidence 
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2 Take 
subtract 

3 Destiny 

4 Error remover 

5 Played over in 
one’s mind 

6 Deep audible 
breaths 

7 Money, slangily 

8 Feasted 

9 Phillie Phanatic 
or San Diego 
Chicken 

10 Chicago’s state 

11 Contaminate 

12 Long attack 

13 _up; tallied 

21 Helium & argon 
23 Destroy 

25 Partners 

26 Obstacle 

27 Bucket 

28 Competent 

29 Ceremonies 
32 2-footed animal 

34 Relinquish 

35 Head covering 

36 Lawn trees 
38 Uniformity 
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40 Bar seat 
43 Oliver’s request 
45 Least fresh 
48 Sell from a cart 

50 Small quake 

51 Zeal 

52 Africa’s Sierra _ 

53 Two-_; was 
disloyal to 


54 Goldberg et al 

56 1 Got You 

1960s 

song 

57 Bean curd 

58 Suffix for an 
inflammation 

59 _ as a pin 
62 Use an oar 
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Students and community members hold their hands up on campus at Boston University in Boston, 
Monday, Dec. 1,2014, during one of a series of nationwide protests to show solidarity with protest¬ 
ers in Ferguson. 

(AP Photo/Elise Amendola) 

Fergus on: 

Hands-up gesture animates protests 


JIM SALTER 
JIMSUHR 
Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Five NFL 
players entered the foot¬ 
ball field with their hands 
raised. 

A day later, Americans 
walked out of work or 
school showing the same 
gesture of solidarity with 
Ferguson protesters after a 
grand jury decided not to 
indict the white officer who 
shot and killed Michael 
Brown, an unarmed black 
18 -year-old. 

The pose has come to 
symbolize a movement, 
even though witnesses of¬ 
fered conflicting accounts 
of whether Brown had 
his hands up in surrender 
when he was killed Darren 
Wilson. 

Protests turned violent last 
week in the St. Louis area 
after a grand jury decid¬ 
ed not to indict Wilson for 
shooting Brown during an 
August confrontation that 
had inflamed racial ten¬ 
sions across America. 

The power of the symbol 
was evident again Mon¬ 
day. Protesters across 
the U.S. walked off the 
job or away from class in 
support of fhe Ferguson 
protesters. Walkouts took 
place in New York, Chi¬ 
cago, San Francisco and 
elsewhere. □ 



Diamante 83 

This townhouse within the 
gated community of Gold- 
coast is build on 1441 sf of 
property land. With 2 bed¬ 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, laundry 
closet, kitchen with breakfast 
bar, stainless steel appliances 
and 100%airconditioned 
rooms. Featuring two lighted 
tennis courts, 4 swimming 
pools (2 are ready), fitness 
center, retail area and more 
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Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 



tint 


US$312. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


B#l\piA 


How to 




TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
48/49 551 $5500 
30 515 $4600 

42 103 $6000 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 
19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 45 room 406B $2,200 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129, 2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

202887 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
La Cabana Christmas 

week 52, Dec. 19-26, one br 
$895 & week 49 Dec. 5-12 rm 
105C ground fl, 1 br $625 also 
for sale 2995, ocean views, 
steps to pool 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

202894 


VACATION SPECIAL 
Casa del Mar 

week 49 Dec 6-13 
2 bedr / 2 baths 6 p $700 
ground floor unit 
All other weeks 
call 583-4403/ 560-3297 

211019 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Florida Ocean Front Golf 
Coast Blvd/ St. Pete’s Arena/ 
studio/ excellent location! 
week 3 & 4 (Jan 17-30) rent 
$550 each, sell:$900 each 
call 565-9394 till Nov 15 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

202895 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Villas 

week 19, one bedroom, unit 
104, May 9th, sell: $1500 (+MF) 
Paradise Villas 
week 26, room 322, June 27th, 
sell:$1500 (+MF) 

Paradise Villas 

week 32, room 310, Aug 8th, 

sell: $1800 (+MF) 

call 565-9394 till Nov 15 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 

US 508 651 0016 

202894 



Violence Against Women 


DOCTOR 
, ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Alvarez 

3k.' 


EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Noord Tel: 586-4606 
San Nicolas: San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 


December 3 

\ - 

Freewinds 


Riviera 

Carnival Freedom 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 

FOUNDATION 


FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 


Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 


Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA)Jel: _583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 


Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Climate change impacts heat up UN talks in Lima 


KARL RITTER 
FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — With 
this year on track to be¬ 
come the warmest on 
record, more than 190 
nations began talks Mon¬ 
day on new limits for the 
greenhouse gases that 
are causing billions of dol¬ 
lars in damage and mak¬ 
ing life harder to sustain 
around the world. 

New targets for limiting 
gas emissions blamed 
on fossil fuels were an¬ 
nounced ahead of this 
conference by the U.S., 
the European Union and 
China, the first Asian na¬ 
tion to make such a 
pledge. This has injected 
optimism into negotia¬ 
tions that are supposed 
to climax in Paris next 
year with the adoption of 
a long-awaited climate 
pact. 

But India, Russia, Japan 
and Australia have yet 
to commit to new limits; 
and scientists say much 
sharper emissions cuts 
are needed in coming 
decades to keep global 
warming within 2 degrees 
C (3.6 F) of pre-industrial 
times, the overall goal of 
the U.N. talks. Global tem¬ 
peratures have already 
risen about 0.8 degrees 
C (1.3 F), and more heat¬ 
trapping gases are emit¬ 
ted every year. 

Every degree of warming 
can cause long-lasting 
impacts, from melfing ice 
caps and rising sea levels 
fo the loss of species. 
“Human influence on the 
climate system is clear," 
Rajendra Pachauri, who 
leads the U.N.’s panel of 
climate-change experts, 
told delegates at the 
opening session in Lima. 
To have a decent chance 
of reversing fhe warming 
frend before the planet 
hits the 2-degree mark. 


the world needs to slash 
emissions by 40 percent 
to 70 percent by 2050 
and to near-zero by the 
end of the century, ac¬ 
cording to the panel’s as¬ 
sessments. 

Scientists are practically 
united in warning that 
there’s no way to meet 
this goal by continuing 


business as usual. 

It would require a sus¬ 
tained, permanent, 
worldwide shift from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy 
sources to power homes, 
cars and industries. And 
even then, the transition 
might not happen fast 
enough without a large- 
scale deployment of new 
technologies to remove 
greenhouse gases from 
the atmosphere. 

“We call on the world to 
ensure the opportunity 
does not slip away," said 
Nauru’s Marlene Moses, 
representing a group 
of Pacific island nations 
threatened by rising seas. 


The biggest challenge for 
the U.N.-sponsored talks 
is dividing responsibilities 
between rich Western 
countries and emerging 
economies such as Chi¬ 
na and India. The poor¬ 
est and most vulnerable 
nations also need help 
to develop their econo¬ 
mies without aggravating 


global warming, and to 
adapt to climate chang¬ 
es that are already caus¬ 
ing more violent weather, 
prolonged droughts and 
intense flooding. 

Among fhem is host coun¬ 
try Peru, whose glaciers 
are melting ever-faster, 
threatening water sup¬ 
plies on the coastal des¬ 
ert where 70 percent of 
its citizens live and threat¬ 
ening the nation’s hydro- 
power and food security. 
The negotiators in Lima 
are focusing on a draff 
agreemenf thaf can be 
refined before fhe Paris 
meeting a year from now. 
A key issue is what data 


each government should 
provide so that formal 
emissions fargefs can be 
compared. 

Developing countries also 
want rich nations to make 
good on promises of fi¬ 
nancing fo reduce emis¬ 
sions and mitigate climate 
change impacts, which 
range from the spread of 


diseases fo coastal flood¬ 
ing fo major disruptions to 
agriculture. 

There's no common 
agreement on how that 
money should be used; 
for example. The Associ¬ 
ated Press found that Ja¬ 
pan has spent $1 billion 
of its climate financing 
on new power plants in 
Indonesia that burn coal 
— the top source of man¬ 
made emissions. Japan 
says it improves the en¬ 
vironment because the 
new plans burn cleaner, 
but critics said coal has 
no place in climate fi¬ 
nancing. 

The U.N.’s weather agen¬ 


cy is expected to present 
temperature data show¬ 
ing 2014 is shaping up to 
become the hottest year 
on record. 

Peru is among the hard¬ 
est-hit countries. The An¬ 
dean nation has 70 per¬ 
cent of the world’s tropi¬ 
cal glaciers, which have 
lost more than a fifth of 
their mass in just three de¬ 
cades, putting 300,000 
highlanders under severe 
stress as pastures and 
croplands dry up, the 
planting cycle becomes 
more erratic and cold 
snaps more severe. 

Lima is the world’s sec¬ 
ond-largest desert capi¬ 
tal after Cairo, Egypt, and 
its 10 million inhabitants 
depend on glacial runoff 
for hydropower and to ir¬ 
rigate crops. Plants and 
animals are disappearing 
from Peru’s cloud forests, 
its fisheries are declining 
and annual floods are 
more severe. 

Yearly economic dam¬ 
age from global warm¬ 
ing in Latin America and 
the Caribbean will reach 
$100 billion a year by mid¬ 
century, according to re¬ 
search done for the Inter- 
American Development 
bank. 

Collectively, the region 
causes less than 10 per¬ 
cent of global emissions, 
and yet its people are 
already bearing an over¬ 
sized burden. 

“The people with the least 
intensive climate lifestyles 
are suffering the most," 
said geographer Jeffrey 
Bury of The University of 
California at Santa Cruz, 
who studies the social 
and economic impacts 
of glacier loss. 

"I think we can use the 
Andes high mountain en¬ 
vironment,” he said, “to 
understand what the fu¬ 
ture holds for the rest of 
us."a 



Hundred of participants attend a candlelight vigil, a day before the inauguration of Climate 
Change Conference in Lima, Peru, Sunday, June 30, 2014. 

Associated Press 
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In this Oct. 13, 2014 file photo, Cheryl Strayed arrives for the premiere of “Wild” at a central London cinema, during the BFI London Film Festival, in London. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
she hiked more than 1,000 
miles through California 
and Oregon wilderness, 
Cheryl Strayed didn’t ex¬ 
pect to end up in Holly¬ 
wood. 

The author of “Wild,” open¬ 
ing this week as a film star¬ 
ring Reese Witherspoon, 
hadn't planned to write 
about her three-month solo 
trip on the Pacific Crest Trail. 
When she finally did years 
later (at her husband’s urg¬ 
ing), she sent the manu¬ 
script to Witherspoon’s 
camp, knowing the actress 
was looking for complex fe¬ 
male characters to bring to 
the screen through her new 
production company. Still, 
Strayed was stunned when 
the Oscar winner called. 
“This was before the book 
was released,” Strayed 
said; before it became an 


Oprah Book Club pick and 
a New York Times best sell¬ 
er. 

Since then, the 46-year-old 
writer has been on a Hol¬ 
lywood adventure — one 
that has inspired profound 
gratitude and piqued her 
interest in writing her own 
screenplay. 

Handing her memoir over 
to Hollywood was scary, 
she said. 

“But I do find that if you 
take risks, that often the 
best things come from be¬ 
ing brave in that way, from 
making yourself vulner¬ 
able,” she said. “So I just 
trusted that.” 

She also trusted Wither¬ 
spoon, with whom she’s 
become friends, and who 
invited Strayed’s involve¬ 
ment in nearly every as¬ 


pect of the film. The author 
consulted on costumes, 
locations, the hiking experi¬ 
ence and intimate details 
about her personal life. 
Witherspoon plays Strayed, 
a young woman who es¬ 
capes to the wilderness 
to end a self-destructive 
bender that began with her 
mother’s premature death. 
Her marriage crumbles as 
she turns to drugs and pro¬ 
miscuity to numb the pain. 
Desperation with a glimmer 
of dignity drives her into na¬ 
ture — an inexperienced 
hiker determined to trek 
one of the toughest trails in 
the country. 

Witherspoon says the mem¬ 
oir is “one of the most im¬ 
portant books I've ever 
read in my life.” 

She was deeply moved by 
Strayed’s story and grateful 


for the author’s support in 
making the movie. 

“She sort of relinquished 
control and gave us this 
wonderful story to tell," 
Witherspoon said. “And be¬ 
ing an artist herself, she was 
so open to having us inter¬ 
pret her words, to make it 
cinematic, which was in¬ 
credibly freeing and really 
the greatest gift ever.” 

For Witherspoon, the book 
offered “resolution.” For 
Strayed, the hike, and her 
reflection on it, fostered a 
sense of redemption. It’s a 
story about “bearing the 
unbearable," she said. 

“It's a very deep experi¬ 
ence for so many people 
to read ‘Wild’ and feel 
what they feel, because of 
course they're not feeling 
it about my life, but about 
their own,” she said. “And 
that’s what art does: It re¬ 


minds us that we are more 
alike than different and 
that our common human¬ 
ity connects us really pro¬ 
foundly.” 

Serving as “the ambassa¬ 
dor for ‘Wild’" —first for the 
book, then for the movie — 
has kept Strayed from her 
regular writing routine. But 
she has “big plans for 2015” 
that includes more books, 
and maybe even a screen¬ 
play. 

“I was absolutely informed 
by the experience I went 
through with ‘Wild’ be¬ 
cause I was so involved in 
the making of the movie 
on every level, and it was a 
great education," she said. 
“It gave me confidence... I 
know how to make a story, 
and I can make it work in 
this form. So it's kind of ex¬ 
citing to me.'O 
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Kathy Griffin named new 
‘Fashion Police’ host 



In this Nov. 3, 2014 file photo, host Kathy Griffin poses at the 
“Make Equality Reality” event at the Montage Hotel in Beverly 
Hills, Calif. Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kathy Grif¬ 
fin will be terrorizing the fash¬ 
ion crowd as the new host of 
“Fashion Police,” replacing 
the late Joan Rivers when it 
returns to E! in January. 

The comic-commentary se¬ 
ries, which had aired weekly, 
will now present 17 special 
episodes throughout 2015 
that focus on high-profile red 
carpet and fashion events, 
E! announced Monday. It re¬ 
turns Jan. 12 for coverage of 
the Golden Globe Awards. 

E! Executive Vice President 
Jeff Olde called Rivers “a 
dear friend and mentor to 
Kathy, who will no doubt 
continue her legacy and do 
the series justice by bringing 
her own unique comic style 
and tell-it-like-it-is personality 
to the host chair.” 

“You celebrities better strap 
yourself in,” Griffin said, “as I 
am taking no prisoners.” 
Griffin is an award-winning 
actress, comedian and au¬ 
thor known for her biting 
comic style. She won two 
Emmys for her Bravo real¬ 


ity series, “Kathy Griffin: My 
Life on the D-List.” Her selec¬ 
tion had been widely an¬ 
ticipated. “Kathy just feels 
right,” said Melissa Rivers, 
who continues as “Fashion 
Police” executive producer, 
adding: “I’m excited to see 
where this panel takes this 
series my mother so adored 
in this next incarnation.” 
Returning panelists Kelly Os¬ 
bourne and Giuliana Rancic 
will be joined by newcomer 


Brad Goreski, a fashion stylist 
and lifestyle expert and the 
former star of Bravo’s “It’s a 
Brad, Brad World.” 

Originally hosted by Rivers, 
“Fashion Police” had been 
off the air since the veteran 
comedian and TV personal¬ 
ity was hospitalized in late 
August after going into car¬ 
diac arrest during a medical 
procedure at a New York 
doctor’s office. She died 
Sept. 4 at age 81 .□ 


First boyfriend for singing 
star Susan Boyle at 53 



In this June 24, 2014 photo shows Scottish singer Susan Boyle 
poses for a portrait in promotion of her upcoming U.S. tour in 
New York. Associated Press 


GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The mag¬ 
nificent and shy singer Su¬ 
san Boyle has her first boy¬ 
friend at age 53 — a Con¬ 
necticut doctor she met 
on her recent U.S. tour who 
may soon visit her in Scot¬ 
land. 

“That’s the plan," Boyle’s 
spokeswoman, Nicola Phil¬ 
lips, said Monday. “She 
met someone when she 
was in America and the 
idea is that he can come 
here.” 

Boyle and the doctor met 
at a hotel in Clearwater, 
Florida, Phillips said, add¬ 
ing that Boyle is “definitely” 
happy to have met some¬ 
one. 

The church volunteer from 
a small Scottish town be¬ 
came a global sensa¬ 
tion when she sang the 
“Les Miserables” number 
“I Dreamed a Dream” on 
TV contest “Britain's Got 
Talent” in 2009. At first she 
seemed uncomfortable 


on stage, but she silenced 
skeptics as soon as she 
started to sing. 

Boyle said at the time she 
had never been kissed. 

The contrast between her 
timid, occasionally nervous 
manner and her matchless 
soaring voice won Boyle 
millions of fans throughout 
the world, and she has fol¬ 
lowed her TV breakthrough 
with a string of successful 


record releases. She has 
received an honorary doc¬ 
torate, performed for Pope 
Benedict XVI and wowed 
audiences in Las Vegas. 

But the pressures of per¬ 
forming have sometimes 
overwhelmed her, and 
she was treated for ner¬ 
vous exhaustion after her 
“Britain's Got Talent” run 
focused national attention 
on her.Q 




In this Saturday, March 8, 2014, file photo, Veronica Roth, 
author of the book, “Divergent,” poses for a portrait in Beverly 
Hills, Calif. Associated Press 


‘Divergent’ author 
promotes holiday giving 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ve¬ 
ronica Roth is in a giving 
mood: The multimillion-sell¬ 
ing young adult author is 
backing a holiday season 
campaign that supports 
First Book, which over the 
years has distributed mil¬ 
lions of works to children in 
need. 

For every $2.50 given to 
First Book, publisher Harper- 
Collins will donate a copy 
of Roth’s “Divergent.” The 
fundraising effort was an¬ 
nounced Monday. 

The campaign has the 
hashtag #abnegationDo- 
nation. 

“Reading is such a huge 
part of my life and there 
are so many kids who don’t 
have access to books,” 


Roth said during a recent 
telephone interview with 
The Associated Press. “I 
felt like it was time to get 
involved with some kind of 
organization that donates 
books and First Book is ex¬ 
cellent.” 

Roth, 26, has been busy 
over the past year, pro¬ 
moting her “Divergent" 
trilogy and the first “Diver¬ 
gent” movie, which starred 
Shailene Woodley. She has 
no plans to tour for the First 
Book promotion but ex¬ 
pects to be active on so¬ 
cial media. 

She is not ready to discuss 
any future books. 

“It’s been a wonderful 
year and it’s time to take a 
break," she said. □ 


ABC’s Muir to do brief 
Facebook newscast 


NEW YORK (AP) — ABC’s 
“World News Tonight” an¬ 
chor David Muir will do 
a one-minute newscast 
each weekday for Face- 
book, touching on the 
day’s top stories and trend¬ 
ing topics online. 

The “Facecast” will usu¬ 
ally be posted in the early 
afternoon, and was set to 
start Monday. ABC said 
Facebook users will see the 
report in their news stream 


if they have “liked” "World 
News Tonight,” or else will 
be able to find it on the 
newscast’s Facebook 
page. ABC said it was the 
first newscast created spe¬ 
cifically for social media by 
an evening news anchor. 
Called “Facecast: The One 
Thing,” the brief newscast 
will feature video and up¬ 
dates on breaking news, 
the economy, politics and 
sportsO 
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Thierry Henry leaving New York Red Bulls 



New York Red Bulls forward Thierry Henry, right, sends the ball toward the goal 
as New England Revolution's A.J. Soares defends, left, during the first half of 
the second soccer game of the MLS Eastern Conference final in Foxborough, 
Mass., Saturday, Nov. 29, 2014. Associated Press 


TOM CANAVAN 
AP Sports Writer 

HARRISON, N.J. (AP) — Thierry 
Henry is leaving Major League 
Soccer after 4/2 seasons, unable 
to lead the New York Red Bulls 
to the team’s first championship. 
The 37-year-old French star 
made the announcement Mon¬ 
day, two days after the Red Bulls 
lost the Eastern Conference final 
to the New England Revolution. 
And he said he made the deci¬ 
sion back in 2010 to leave when 
his contract expired. 

“I am taking this opportunity to 
announce that unfortunately 
Saturday was my last game for 
the New York Red Bulls,” Henry 
said in a statement released by 
the team Monday. “The decision 
has always been that I would 
leave after the duration of my 
contract, and although that was 
never going to change, I didn’t 
want it to distract from the prog¬ 
ress of the team." 

With London Donovan retiring 
after the Los Angeles Galaxy 
play New England in the MLS 
Cup final Sunday, the league is 
losing arguably its two biggest 
stars. 

A former Arsenal and Barcelo¬ 
na standout, Henry did not say 
whether he’s retiring or intends 
to play elsewhere. He plans to 
take a few weeks to decide 
what to do next. 

He speaks English, French and 
Spanish, also could turn his ca¬ 
reer to television and be a soc¬ 
cer analyst. 

Henry joined the Red Bulls from 


Barcelona after the 2010 World 
Cup. He had a $3.75 million sal¬ 
ary this year and $4.35 million in 


overall compensation, 

“Thierry Henry, an icon of the 
world’s game, has been a won¬ 


derful player for the New York 
Red Bulls and a major influence 
on the development of MLS,” 
Red Bulls sporting director Andy 
Roxburgh said.. 

Henry played in 122 matches for 
the Red Bulls, scoring 51 goals 
and adding 42 assists, tops in 
franchise history. His goals total 
was second to Juan Pablo An¬ 
gel’s 58, 14 of his goals were win¬ 
ners and 11 of his assists set up 
winning goals, also tops in club 
history. 

Henry also scored some of the 
league’s most spectacular 
goals, including one that went 
directly into the net on a corner 
kick against Columbus in 2012. 
Former Liverpool defender Ja¬ 
mie Carragher was quick to re¬ 
act to the on news. 

“What a player!” he tweeted. 
“The best I faced without a 
doubt and yes I still have night¬ 
mares about him running past 
me at Anfieldl! “ 

Henry was an MLS All-Star four 
times (2011-2014), a finalist for 
the league’s MVP award in 2012 
and picked for MLS Best XI in 
2011 and 2012. 

In announcing his departure, 
Henry said he enjoyed his time 
playing in the MLS and living in 
the area. 

“A special mention must go to 
the Red Bull fans who have sup¬ 
ported this team through the 
good, the bad and the ugly 
times in the sun, rain and snow. 
You guys have really meant a lot 
to me and thank you for all your 
wonderful support,” he said.Q 


Juninho’s goal puts Galaxy, 
Donovan into MLS final 



Los Angeles Galaxy's London Donovan, right, kicks away from 
Seattle Sounders' Gonzalo Pineda (8) and Brad Evans, left, in 
the first half of the second leg of the MLS western conference 
final soccer match, Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014, in Seattle. 

Associated Press. 


SEATTLE (AP) — Juninho 
scored a valuable away 
goal early in the second 
as the Los Angeles Galaxy 
advanced to the Major 


League Soccer final for the 
ninth time in club history 
despite losing 2-1 to the Se¬ 
attle Sounders on Sunday. 
The Western Conference 


final ended 2-2 on ag¬ 
gregate, but away goals 
were used as a tiebreaker 
in playoffs for the first time 
this season and Los Ange¬ 
les used it to the full advan¬ 
tage following a 1-0 win in 
the first-leg last weekend. 
After surrendering goals 
to Brad Evans and Clint 
Dempsey’s in the first 32 
minutes, Juninho's goal 
was the difference. The 
Galaxy will go for their fifth 
MLS championship and 
kept the career of London 
Donovan going for one 
more game. 

Los Angeles will host East¬ 
ern Conference champion 
New England in the final 


next Sunday. 

Seattle was attempting to 
reach the MLS Cup final 
for the first time and the 
Sounders appeared head¬ 
ed that way after an excit¬ 
ing first 45 minutes where 
their top players were at 
their best. Evans’ goal in 
the 25th minute pulled Se¬ 
attle even on aggregate 
and Dempsey’s first goal of 
the playoffs put the Sound¬ 
ers in front. 

It was a crushing result 
for Seattle, which was at¬ 
tempting to become the 
first team in league history 
to win the MLS Cup, Sup¬ 
porters' Shield and U.S. 
Open Cup in the same 


season. 

After a disjointed first 25 
minutes, Evans’ goal im¬ 
mediately opened up the 
field for Seattle. Dempsey 
scored but was flagged for 
being offside. Martins air¬ 
mailed an open attempt 
in the box and Lamar Nea- 
gle's left-footed shot for 
the far post was pushed 
aside by Penedo. 

Seattle finally got the lead 
and Dempsey was the in¬ 
stigator. He kept the play 
alive by getting a pass off 
to DeAndre Yedlin while on 
the ground, then was in the 
right spot when Yedlin's 
cross was deflected to the 
top of the penalty areaO 














